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DIGEST  OF  PUBLIC  UW  825 


TRANSFER  OF  LANDS.  To  authorize  J.he  transfer  of  certain  agri¬ 
cultural  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States 
in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes. 

INDEX  AND  SUT,fvTARY  OF  HIST  CRY  ON  H.R.  5679 


Viay  13,  1949 

Hearing:  House..  Subcommittee  No.  3  of  The 
Committee  on  Agriculture.  81st  Congress. 
Transfer  of  AgricultLtral  Dry  land  and  Irrigation 
Field  Stations. 

July  18,  1949 

Fr.  Granger  introduced  the  following  bill;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture . 
Print  of  Bill  as  introduced i 

August  3,  1949 

House  reported  on  H.R.  5679  without  amendment. 
Report  1181.  Print  of  bill  as  reported. 

August  l6,  1949 

Referred  to  Senate  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
Committee.  Print  of  the  bill  as  referred. 

June  60,  1950 

Reported  with  amendment.  Senate  Report  1847. 
Print  of  bill  as  reported. 

July  26,  1950 

Passed  Senate  as  reported. 

September  1,  1950  Agriculture  Committee  agreed  to  approve 

Senate  amendments. 


September  13,  1950  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendment 
September  23,  1950  Approved.  Public  Law  825 
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Failure  to  overcome  this  situation  will  necessitate  temporary  discontinuance  of 
the  Division’s  expenditures  in  cooperative  investigations  at  all  State-owned  dry 
land  and  irrigation  field  stations  not  later  than  December  31,  1946,  and  also  the 
temporary  discontinuance  of  long-time  work  or  projects  at  Federal  field  stations 
before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1946-47. 

Reco  mm  end  at  ions 

The  special  committee  appreciates  the  budget  situation  which  confronts  the 
Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation,  and  recommends  that  the  director  of 
the  agricultural  experiment  station  in  each  State  concerned  give  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  to  biidgetary  adjustments  that  may  be  made  during  the  current  fiscal 
year  which  will  assist  the  Division  in  completing  the  year  with  a  minimum  of 
disturbance  to  long-time  experiments  at  the  field  stations.  The  most  practical 
way  to  meet  this  situation  is  for  the  State  to  assume  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
Division’s  salary  obligations  at  the  stations  in  its  State  during  the  remainder  of 
the  fiscal  year.  After  studying  the  situation  as  applying  to  field  stations  in  your 
State,  please  write  Dr.  B.  T.  Shaw  indicating  what  mav  be  done. 

The  committee  recommends  that  the  Bureau  make  further  study  of  the  budgets 
of  Federal  field  stations  to  determine  if  additional  economies  in  oj)eration  can  bo 
accomplished. 

II.  TRANSFER  OF  FEDERAL  FIELD  STATIONS  TO  STATE  OWNERSHIP 

In  presenting  its  annual  budget  requests  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  and  to 
Congress,  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering 
reports  increasing  difficulty  in  justifying  the  Federal  Government’s  continued 
operation  of  the  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  where  primary  concern  is 
with  local  problems.  Transfer  of  these  field  stations  to  the  States  and  the  con¬ 
centration  of  the  Bureau’s  efforts  on  these  phases  of  the  work  having  regional 
significance  have  been  strongl}'  urged. 

Recommendations 

Without  committing  any  State,  the  special  committee  approves  in  principle  the 
transfer  of  ownership  of  Federal  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  they  are 
located.  (Exceptions  are  Mandan  field  station  in  North  Dakota;  Cheyenne 
horticultural  station  in  Wyoming;  and  Woodward  field  station  in  Oklahoma.) 
The  committee  also  approves  the  administration  of  the  field  stations  which  may 
be  thus  transferred  by  the  directors  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment  stations, 
and  insofar  as  possible  the  continuance  of  cooperation  with  the  Division  of  Soils, 
Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation  in  conducting  soil-management  research. 

Further,  the  .special  committee  recommends  a  program  of  orderly  transfer  of 
Federal  field  stations  to  State  ownership  over  a  period  of  5  to  10  years,  giving  due 
consideration  to  the  preservation  of  long-time  experiments  for  more  complete 
analysis  of  results,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  retirement  rights  of  Federal 
employees  concerned. 

III.  MEMORANDUM  OF  UNDERSTANDING  AND  COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENTS 

In  order  that  the  maximum  value  may  be  derived  from  the  long-time  experi-  ^ 
ments  conducted  to  date  in  the  various  States,  and  in  order  that  more  effective 
programs  of  cooperativ'e  soil  management  research  may  be  developed  between 
the  Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation  and  the  States  in  the  future, 
there  must  be  a  clear  understanding  between  the  cooperating  agencies  provided 
by  an  over-all  memorandum  of  understanding  and  individual  cooperative  agree¬ 
ments. 

Recommendations 

The  special  committee  recommends  that  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils, 
and  Agricultural  Engineering,  through  the  Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and 
Irrigation  cooperate  with  the  directors  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment  stations 
concerned  in  preparing  an  over-all  memorandum  of  understanding  which  will 
outline  concisely  (1)  the  objectives  of  a  program  of  cooperativ'e  soil  management 
research  adapted  to  the  irrigated  and  nonirrigated  lands  of  the  West;  (2)  the 
sev'cral  research  activities  of  field  stations,  including  the  regional  stations,  which 
may  have  a  place  in,  or  be  a  part  of,  a  regional  soil  management  research  program; 
and  (3)  the  responsibilities  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricul¬ 
tural  Engineering  and  the  State  agricultural  exiieriraent  stations  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  these  field  stations.  The  committee  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
proposed  over-all  memorandum  of  understanding  may  be  ready  for  final  consid- 
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eration  and  approval  by  State  station  directors  concerned  at  the  annual  convention 
in  Chicago  in  December  1946. 

The  special  committee  recommends  that  each  State  station  director  concerned 
take  the  initiative  in  developing  a  memorandum  of  understanding  between  his 
station  and  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering 
to  cover  the  research  objectives  and  procedures  mutually  agreed  upon  as  applicable 
to  his  particular  State. 

IV.  HEPORT  ON  DRY  LAND  AND  IRRIGATION  FIELD  STATIONS  AND  PROPOSED 
REGIONAL  SOIL  MANAGEMENT  RESEARCH 

The  Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation  has  prepared  and  distributed 
to  its  field  station  personnel  and  to  the  special  committee  a  report  on  the  dry  land 
and  irrigation  field  stations  and  proposed  regional  program  of  soil  management 
research. 

Recommendation 

The  special  committee  recommends  that  a  copy  of  this  report  be  sent  by  the 
Division  to  the  director  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  in  each  State  in 
which  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  are  located. 

V.  CONFERENCE  OF  AGRONOMISTS  AND  STATION  DIRECTORS  WITH  DIVISION  REPRE¬ 
SENTATIVES  TO  -AID  IN  FORMULATING  REGIONAL  PROGRAM  OF  SOIL  MANAGEMENT 
RESEARCH 

Recommendation 

The  special  committee  recommends  that  the  Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and 
Irrigation  take  the  initiative  in  establishing  a  policy  of  holding  regional  confer¬ 
ences  of  State  project  leaders  with  Division  representatives,  as  may  be  necessary, 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  more  closely  coordinated  program  of  regional  soil 
management  research  applicable  to  dry  land  and  irrigation  agriculture. 

Clyde  McKee,  Chairman, 

J.  A.  Hill,  Wyoming, 

R.  E.  Dickson,  Texas, 

W.  A.  ScHOENFELD,  Oregon, 

R.  I.  Throckmorton,  Kansas, 

H.  L.  Walster,  North  Dakota. 


[II.  R.  371.'),  81st  Cong.,  1st  sess.] 

A  BILL  To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  di-y  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the 
States  in  wiiioh  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized, 
at  such  times  as  he  deems  appropriate,  to  convey  by  appropriate  conveyances, 
)  without  consideration,  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  lands,  including 
water  rights,  buildings,  and  improvements  presently  comprising  or  appurtenant 
to  the  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States  in  which 
such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
the  transfer  of  any  such  station  will  result  in  establishing  a  more  effective  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  respective  State  and  the  furtherance  of  agricultural  experi¬ 
mental  work  on  a  national  or  regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer: 
Akron,  Colorado;  Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  Fallon,  Nevada; 
Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  Hermiston,  Oregon;  Newell, 
South  Dakota;  Big  Spring,  Texas;  Dalhart,  Texas;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  Provided, 
That  when  any  or  all  of  the  land,  including  water  rights,  comprising  any  such 
station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior  may  by  patent 
or  other  appropriate  conve3'ance  transfer  such  lands  to  the  respective  States: 
Provided  further.  That  when  any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed  or 
patented  hereunder  is  on  public-domain  lands,  onl\'  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
may  grant  such  easements  to  the  State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveyed. 

Sec.  2.  Conveyances  or  patents  hereunder  shall  be  upon  such  conditions  as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  will  assure  the  use  of  such  station  in 
the  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  respective  State:  Provided,  That  if  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  with 
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the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  decision  shall  be  final, 
determines  in  writing  that  any  portion  of  said  lands  of  a  particular  station  that 
is  situated  on  public-domain  lands  is  no  longer  being  used  for  such  cooperative 
experimental  work,  a  reverter  of  such  portion  of  said  lands  shall  become  effective 
upon  the  filing  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  with  the  proper  official  of  the 
appropriate  county  for  recordation,  a  declaration  that  a  reverter  to  the  United 
States  has  occurred  for  such  reason  and  upon  the  service  of  a  copy  thereof  upon 
the  appropriate  State  official  by  regular  mail.  Where  a  particular  station  is 
not  situated  on  public-domain  lands,  a  determination  by  the  Secretary  of  Agri¬ 
culture  that  such  a  reversion  has  occurred  shall  not  require  the  concurrence  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Any  such  conveyances  of  the  land  shall  contain 
a  reservation  to  the  United  States  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  with 
the  right  to  prospect  for,  mine,  and  remove  the  same  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe:  Provided  further,  That,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  v/ith  respect  to  any  public-domain  lands  involved,  the  State  con¬ 
cerned  may  dispose  of,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  the  lands  involved  at  the  station 
and  continue  such  station  on  other  lands  which  shall  become  subject  to  the 
restrictions  of  this  section:  Provided  further,  That,  in  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a 
reverter  under  this  section  the  State  may  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  respect 
to  any  public-domain  lands  involved  retain  for  its  use  such  portion  of  the  station  i 
as  is  reasonably  necessary  for  its  continued  enjoyment  of  improvements  thereon:  * 
And  provided  further.  That  in  such  event  the  State  shall  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  fair  value  of  such  lands  exclusive  of  the  improvements. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington  25,  D.  C.,  May  16,  1949. 

Hon.  Harold  D.  Cooley, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Agriculture, 

House  of  Representatives. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Cooley:  We  are  glad  to  comply  with  your  committee’s  request 
for  an  expression  of  this  Department’s  views  on  H.  R.  3715,  which  is  entitled 
‘‘A  bill  to  authoiize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and  irrigation 
field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other 
purposes.” 

Enactment  of  legislation  along  the  lines  of  H.  R.  3715  is  recommended: 

For  many  years  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  has  been  cooperating  with  the  agri¬ 
cultural  agencies  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  with  the 
State  agricultural  colleges  in  furtherance  of  research  and  extension  programs  to 
develop  and  disseminate  information,  to  the  end  of  aiding  project  settlers  in 
successful  settlement  in  the  service  areas  of  Federal  reclamation  projects.  As  a 
part  of  that  program,  experiment  stations  wore  established  in  several  States  to  serve 
reclamation  projects  in  those  States.  Because  the  work  done  at  those  stations  is  I 
primarily  beneficial  to  local  areas,  rather  than  of  broad  national  application,  the  " 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  considers  that  those  stations  should  be 
incorporated  in  the  State  college  organizations.  This  Department  is  desirous  of 
facilitating  any  arrangeinents  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State 
colleges  concerned  consider  to  be  conducive  to  improved  operation  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  experiment  program. 

The  bill  as  now  written  provides  that,  in  the  event  a  particular  station  that  is 
situated  on  jiublic  domain  lands  is  not  used  for  cooperative  experimental  work,  it 
shall  revert  to  the  United  States.  The  policy  that  has  generally  been  advocated 
by  this  Departmeiit  and  adopted  by  the  Congre.ss  is  that  public  lands  transferred 
to  lAates  for  specific  purposes  should  revert  to  the  public  domain  when  no  longer 
used  for  these  purposes.  That  policy  is  sound,  becau.se  it  precludes  alienation  of 
the  public  domain  for  purposes  other  than  the  public  interest.  I  consider  that 
this  well-established  policy  should  be  maintained  generally  as  a  suitable  safeguard, 
llowever,  the  case  of  the  experiment  stations  listed  in  H.  ll.  3715  is  an  exception  to 
the  general  policy.  Relatively  small  tracts  of  land  are  involved,  long-term 
experimental  programs  are  carried  on,  and  major  expenditures  will  have  to  be 
made  by  the  States  for  buildings  and  other  improvements  on  the  land.  In  these 
circumstances,  I  consider  that  it  would  serve  the  public  interest  if  the  Congress 
should  authorize,  v.dthout  reservation  as  to  reversion,  transfer  to  the  States  of  the 
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withdrawn  public  lands  and  lands  acquired  by  this  Department  that  are  already 
incorporated  as  a  j)art  of  the  established  experiment  stations  to  which  H.  R. 
3715  would  be  applicable.  It  is,  therefore',  recommended  that  the  provision  of  the 
bill  relative  to  reversion  be  eliminated. 

Due  to  the  imminence  of  hearings,  this  report  has  not  been  .submitted  to  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget.  Therefore,  no  commitment  can  be  made  regarding  the 
relationahi()  of  the  views  expressed  herein  to  the  program  of  the  President. 

Sincerely  yours, 

William  E.  Warne, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  4,  1949. 

lion.  Harold  D.  Cooley, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Agriculture,  House  of  Representatives. 

Dear  Mr.  Cooley:  This  is  in  reply  to  your  request  of  March  25,  1949,  for  a 
report  on  H.  R.  3715,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry 
land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  would  permit  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  or,  when  the  lands  concerned 
are  public  domain,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  effectuate  the  transfer  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  would  result  in  estab¬ 
lishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the  cooperative  agricultural  experimental 
work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  and  in  the  furtherance  of 
agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or  regional  basis. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  any  transfer  shall  be  upon  such  conditions  as  will 
assure  the  use  of  the  station  in  such  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  maj^  waive  the  observance  of  such  conditions  when 
in  his  opinion,  a  station  is  no  longer  needed  in  such  cooperative  work.  .All  mineral 
rights  would  be  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

The  irrigation  field  stations  concerned  were  originally  established  on  reclamation 
projects  primarily  as  demonstration  farms.  The  dry  land  field  stations  concerned 
were  established  in  the  dry  land  area  of  the  Aliddle  West  to  meet  the  need  for  in¬ 
formation  incident  to  settlement  of  the  Great  Plains  area,  by  assembling  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  limits  of  particular  agriculture  and  the  kinds  of  farming  suitable  for 
various  areas.  Generally,  the  stations  are  engaged  in  cooperative  work  with  the 
agricultural  experiment  stations  of  the  States  in  which  located.  A  great  deal  of 
the  fundamental  information  necessary  has  now  been  assembled  by  these  stations 
and  the  need  for  soil  research  and  specialized  experimentation  has  gradually 
displaced  the  earlier  type  of  demonstration  and  testing  activities  carried  on  at 
these  stations.  With  increasing  costs,  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  these 
stations  would  absorb  funds  otherwise  available  for  adequate  soil  research  and 
associated  problems  in  agricultural  technology.  The  question  of  how  best  to 
fit  these  stations  into  a  comprehensive  program  of  research,  including  soils  investi¬ 
gations  and  other  advancements  in  land  utilization  and  conservation,  has  been 
discussed  by  representatives  of  this  Department  with  the  directors  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  experiment  stations  in  the  area  and  a  special  committee  of  such  directors 
has  recommended  the  transfer  of  these  stations  to  the  respective  States  where  the 
work  being  carried  on  at  such  stations  is  jirimarily  concerned  with  local  problems. 
In  addition  to  the  provision  in  the  bill  with  respect  to  terms  and  conditions  of 
transfer  requiring  the  continued  use  of  the  stations  in  coo]ierative  agricultural 
experimental  work  of  the  Department  of  .Agriculture,  this  Department,  prior  to 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  any  station,  proposes  to  enter  into  a  memorandum  of 
understanding  with  each  State  concerned  which  would  provide  for  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  research  work  of  the  field  station  on  a  cooperative  basis. 

The  enactment  of  the  bill  would  make  possible  a  more  comprehensive  and  in¬ 
tensive  program  of  soil  research  and  related  problems,  since  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  would  be  relieved  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  operating  such  sta¬ 
tions,  thus  permitting  the  use  of  Federal  funds  for  continuing  research  on  a  na¬ 
tional  or  regional  basis.  Such  transfer  would  not  adversely  affect  the  present 
research  programs  being  conducted  at  such  stations  but  would  assure  an  integra¬ 
tion  of  such  stations  into  the  national  and  regional  research  programs  without 
cost  to  the  Federal  Government  in  connection  with  their  maintenance  and  opera¬ 
tion. 
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This  Department  recommends  that  the  Ihll  be  passed. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Budget  advises  that,  from  tlie  standpoint  of  tlie  program  of 
the  President,  there  is  no  objection  to  the  enactment  of  this  proposed  legislation. 

Sincerely, 

Ch.\rles  F.  Br.\nn.vn, 

Secretary. 

STATEMENT  OF  F.  W.  PAKKER,  ASSISTANT  CHIEF,  BUREAU  OF 

PLANT  INDUSTRY,  SOILS,  AND  AGRICULTURAL  ENGINEERING, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Mr.  Parker.  1 1.  R.  3715  autliorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
to  transfer  certain  Federal  field  stations  to  the  State  agricultural 
experiment  stations  or  other  appropriate  State  agencies.  1  might 
say  that  the  Department  has  submitted  a  report  on  the  bill  approving 
it,  and  I  have  before  me  a  map  showing  the  location  of  the  stations 
involved. 

The  stations  involved  arc  at  Akron,  Colo.;  Hnntley,  Mont.; 
Mitchell,  Nebr. ;  Fallon,  Xev.;  Tucumcari,  X.  Mex.;  Lawton,  Okla.;  , 
Hermiston,  Oreg. ;  Xewell,  S.  Dak.;  Big  Spring,  Tex.;  Dalhart,  Tex.;  ^ 
and  Sheridan,  Wyo.  They  are  underlined  on  the  map  included  in 
the  record. 

Mr.  McMillan.  Do  you  have  any  stations  in  the  Southern  States, 
or  are  all  of  them  out  in  the  West? 

Mr.  Parker.  The  Bureau  does  operate  some  other  stations  in  the 
Southern  States;  yes. 

Mr.  McMillan.  But  there  is  no  request  to  transfer  those? 

Mr.  Parker.  There  is  no  request  for  those. 

The  federally  owned  stations  are  marked  in  red  and  black  on  this 
large  map.  The  stations  marked  in  black  with  a  triangle  in  the 
record  are  State-ojierated  stations  at  which  wo  are  working  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  States.  All  of  the  stations  involved  were  established  in 
the  period  1906  to  1916  when  that  portion  of  the  country  was  under¬ 
going  rapid  development  and  when  State  experiment  stations  them¬ 
selves  were  not  in  a  position  to  render  the  service  that  was  needed  in 
considerable  areas  of  their  own  States.  Two  classes  of  stations  were 
established.  One  included  stations  on  irrigated  lands,  where  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  had  developed 
irrigation  projects  like  the  one  at  Fallon,  Xev.,  or  the  project  around  a 
Scottsbluff,  Xebr.  The  othe  r  group  of  stations  are  dry  land  stations  * 
in  the  Great  Plains  area  where  limited  rainfall  makes  crop  production 
hazardous. 

The  problems  at  that  time  were  very  broad.  They  related  to 
tillage  methods,  the  use  of  water  in  irrigation,  the-,  introduction  of 
crops  that  were  suitable  for  the  area,  and  the  development  of  cropping 
systems,  with  a  certain  amount  of  work  on  horticultural  crops  and 
even  some  work  along  the  lines  of  livestock  production. 

The  stations  as  a  whole,  we  feel,  have  made  a  very  wonderfid 
contribution,  and,  in  support  of  that  statement,  I  would  like  to  read 
a  portion  of  a  paragrajih - 

Mr.  Granger.  Before  you  start  on  that,  tell  me  what  the  yellow 
is  on  this  map. 

Mr.  Parker.  The  yellow  is  at  Riverside,  Calif.  That  is  a  field 
laboratory,  established  about  1929  or  1930. 

Mr.  Granger.  Is  that  station  involved  in  this  bill? 
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Mr.  Parker.  Tliis  station  is  not  involved. 

Now  I  would  like  to  read  from  an  address  presented  by  Director 
Walster  of  the  North  Dakota  agricultural  experiment  station  on 
Idanning  in  the  Great  Plains,  before  the  American  Planning  and  Civic 
Association  at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  in  1943.  He  made  this  statement 
which  bears  on  the  work  of  these  stations; 

'riiat  a  boncvo'.ent  Govennnent  has  long  been  intere.>ted  in  the  welfare  of  the 
farnier.s  and  ranchers  of  the  Groat  Plains  is  evident  when  one  lists  tlie  agencies 
whose  observations  and  studies  have  all  contributed  the  facts  needed  for  ail  jtlan- 
ning  and  action  programs  in  the  Great  Plains.  Not  all  of  these  governmental 
[programs  can  be  put  in  the  plus  column,  but  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  the  plus 
column  I  would  put  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  United 
States  TIepartmc.nt  of  Agriculture  in  doing  two  things:  First,  establishment  of  its 
Division  of  Dry  Land  Agriculture,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  with  its  system 
of  ex])oriment  stations  and  its  system  of  cooperation  with  State-owned  branch 
statioTis  extending  from  Texas  to  North  Dakota.  Tillage  and  crop  rotation  prac- 
( ices  tested  by  these  stations  and  crop  choices  made  by  these  stations  have  become- 
the  bulwark  of  Great  Plains  agriculture. 

Phe  general  situation  regarding  operations  has  changed  very  mate¬ 
rially,  however,  in  the  30  years  that  have  intervened  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  last  one  of  these  stations. 

One  of  the  major  changes  has  been  the  increased  activities  of  State 
experiment  stations  that  liave  grown  and  developed  under  the  State 
research  program.  They  have  also  developed  extension  and  action 
programs. 

These  stations  as  estahlislu'd  have,  from  the  beginning,  served  many 
local  needs,  although  they  also  have  contributed  materially  to  solution 
of  regional  problems. 

With  the  development  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment  stations 
and  the  improved  transportation  facilities  that  enable  the  States,  all 
of  which  are  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  Great  Plains,  to  reach  the  other 
portions  of  the  State,  it  seems  that  the  stations,  the  federally  owned 
ones,  might  very  well  become  a  part  of  the  State  research  programs 
that  arc  serving  all  needs  of  the  State. 

The  other  thing  that  has  faced  us  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering  is  the  increased  costs  that  we 
are  faced  with  in  operating  all  of  these  stations,  and  our  inability  to 
secure  the  necessary  increased  appropriation  to  carry  on  the  work  on 
an  adequate  basis.  In  that  connection,  we  suggest  if  you  would  com¬ 
pare  1940  appropriations  with  those  of  1949  you  will  find  that  the 
ap])ropriations  have  increased  approximately  10  percent;  hut  person¬ 
nel  on  the  station  has  been  reduced  by  more  than  35  percent;  labor  on 
the  station  has  been  reduced  in  half,  so  that  many  of  the  stations  now 
are  essentially  on  a  stand-by,  almost  a  caretaker,  basis. 

On  two  of  the  dry  land  stations  the  farmer-foreman  is  acting  as 
sujx'rintendent  and  is  the  only  man  on  the  station,  so  we  are  doing 
little  .more  than  maintenance  operations  at  some  of  these  stations. 

One  other  .matter  that  makes  it  desirable,  I  think,  to  consider  a 
change  in  operating  the  rlifl'erent  stations  is  that  the  Bureau  has  been 
unable  to  undertake  on  a  broad  basis  some  of  the  regional  problems 
that  ar('  confronting  agriculture  in  the  Western  States.  1  mention 
particularly  the  flepletion  of  tin*  soil  organic  matter,  soil  fertility,  soil 
structuiv',  and  tillage  throughout  the  Great  Plains.  Li.a;it(Mi  studies 
have  shown  that  the  organic-matter  content  of  the  soil  on  the  Great 
Plains  has  declined  from  30  to  50  percent.  The  salinity  problems 
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whicli  luivt'  already  developed  in  irrigation  art'as  now  in  o])eration 
hiive  not  been  studied  there,  and  as  long  as  we  are  working  strictly 
with  local  statioiis,  we  are  unable,  with  the  funds  available,  to  attack 
sonu'  of  the  board  problems. 

After  considering  this  condition  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils, 
and  Agricultural  Engineering  requested  the  directors  of  the  Western 
States  to  appoint  a  committee  to  study  the  situation  with  the  Bureau. 
This  was  done,  and  I  would  like  to  I'ead  a  paragi-aph  or  two  from  the 
report  of  that  special  committee,  which  is  dated  August  12,  1946. 
[Reading:] 

In  April  1946,  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industr}',  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering 
requested  the  directors  of  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  of  the  western 
region  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  meet  with  representatives  of  the  Division 
of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation  to  consider  in  detail  the  broad  aspects  of  the 
field  stations  and  soil-management  program,  particularly  with  reference  to  (1)  the 
functions  of  the  field  stations,  (2)  the  responsibilities  of  the  States  and  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  field  stations’  programs,  and  (3)  the  general  objectives  and 
organization  of  a  regional  soil-management  program. 

And  this  further  paragraph: 

Transfer  of  Federal  field  stations  to  State  ownership. — In  presenting  its  annual 
budget  requests  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  and  to  Congress,  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering  reports  increasing  difficulty 
in  justifying  the  Federal  Government’s  continued  operation  of  the  dry  land  and 
irrigation  field  stations  where  primary  concern  is  with  local  i)roblems.  Transfer 
of  these  field  stations  to  the  States  and  the  concentration  of  the  Bureau’s  efforts 
on  these  phases  of  the  work  having  regional  significance  has  been  strongly  urged. 

Recommendations. — Without  committing  any  State,  the  special  committee 
approves  in  principle  the  transfer  of  ownership  of  Federal  field  stations  to  the  States 
in  which  they  are  located.  (.E^^ceptions  are  Alandan  field  station  in  North 
Dakota,  Gheyenne  horticultural  station  in  Wyoming,  and  Woodward  field  station 
in  Oklahoma.)  The  committee  also  approves  the  administration  of  the  field 
stations  which  may  be  thus  transferred  by  the  directors  of  the  State  agricultural 
cxjx'riment  stations,  and  insofar  as  possible  the  continuance  of  cooperation  with 
the  Division  of  Soils,  Fertilizers,  and  Irrigation  in  conducting  soil-management 
research. 

Furtlier,  the  special  committee  recommends  a  program  of  orderly  transfer  of 
Federal  field  stations  to  State  ownership  over  a  period  of  5  to  10  years,  giving  due 
consideration  to  the  preservation  of  long-time  experiments  for  more  complete 
analysis  of  results,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  retirement  rights  of  F^ederal 
eni])ioyees  concerned. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee,  which  was  composed  of  the 
directors  from  6  of  the  17  States,  further  provides  for  the  development 
of  a  nn'inoi'andtim  of  understanding  and  cooperative  agreemenL 
between  tlu'  Burc'au  and  the  States  to  elfectuate  these  recommenda¬ 
tions,  and  for  the  development  of  a  regional  soil  management, 
irrigation,  and  I’esearch  progj’am. 

The  Biu'eau,  in  the  past  3  years,  has  been  operating  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  this  committee.  The  plan  has  developed 
edmost  to  maturity  in  three  locations.  The  first  is  at  Huntley,  Mont. 
The  State  experiment  station  of  the  agricultural  college  went  before 
the  Montana  Legislature  2  years  ago  and  asked  for  increased  funds 
for  ojX'rating  the  Huntley  station  and  authorization  to  accept  transfer 
of  the  Ifuntely  station  from  the  Federal  Government.  The  legisla¬ 
ture  gave  that  authorization  and  increased  the  State  appropriation 
from  $2,000  to  $1 1,000,  and  in  the  past  3  months,  for  the  next  biennial 
has  given  additional  increases,  so  that  the  station  in  Montana  has  an 
appi-opriation  of  $22,400  for  operating  the  Huntley  station. 

^  A  second  instance  of  a  very  similar  character  is  that  of  Scottsbluff, 
Nebr.  There  arrangements  have  been  made  between  the  Bureau  and 
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the  Nebraska  agricultural  experiment  station,  whereby  the  Nebraska 
station  assumes  administrative  duties  and  operation  of  the  station 
and  they  are  increasing  their  appropriation  for  that  work. 

Mr.  Granger.  Is  that  the  Mitchell  station? 

Mr.  Parker.  That  is  the  Mitchell  station. 

The  third  is  located  at  Tucumcari,  N.  Mex.,  and  within  the  past 
few  months  arrangements  have  been  completed  whereby  that  station 
comes  under  the  administration  and  operation  of  the  New  Mexico 
agricultural  experiment  station ;  and  when  that  was  done  they  increased 
their  financial  support  from  State  funds  from  nothing  to  $25,000. 

Where  the  transfer  has  been  virtually  completed,  as  far  as  agreement 
on  the  method  of  operation  is  concerned,  it  has  in  effect  given  the 
State  involved  substantially  greater  financial  support,  and  a  much 
better  research  program,  with  the  Bureau  continuing  to  participate 
in  regional  aspects  of  the  program,  but  with  the  dbectors  of  the 
State  experiment  station  and  deans  of  the  college  of  agriculture  being 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  operations.  Thus  they  have 
the  opportunity  of  mtegrating  this  program  with  other  research  work 
of  the  State  and  with  the  Extension  Service  and  with  any  action 
programs  that  may  be  involved. 

Now,  in  order  to  complete  this  adjustment  it  becomes  necessray  to 
transfer  title  from  the  Federal  Government  to  the  State,  and  that  is 
the  objective  of  the  proposed  legislation.  I  would  like  to  emphasize 
that  the  legislation  is  simply  one  of  authorization  and  it  does  not 
provide  that  the  Federal  Government  can  force  this  transfer.  It 
only  enables  them  to  make  the  transfer  when  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  with  the  States.  In  other  words,  the  States 
do  not  have  to  accept  transfer  unless  they  see  fit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Granger.  Has  there  been  any  opposition  that  you  know  of  on 
the  part  of  any  of  the  States? 

Mr.  Parker.  No;  I  do  not  know  of  any  opposition  by  those  States 
where  the  adjustments  are  under  way.  Some  of  the  States  have 
indicated  that  they  are  not  in  position,  because  of  the  lack  of  funds, 
or  other  reasons  to  accept  transfer. 

Mr.  Granger.  What  would  the  Department  do  if  they  do  not 
accept  transfer? 

Mr.  Parker.  We  would  continue  the  operation  of  the  stations  that 
are  not  transferred  until  such  time  as  there  is  an  agreement  that  they 
are  no  longer  needed.  In  the  case  of  one  station  there  is  agreement 
between  the  State  experiment  station  and  the  Bureau  that  it  has 
probably  served  its  purpose  and  might  be  closed  out  sometime  later. 
Of  course,  under  the  present  ruling  of  the  Congress  we  are  not  in 
position  to  close  it  out. 

Mr.  Granger.  What  would  be  the  financial  position  of  the  Federal 
Government  if  these  transfers  were  made?  Would  we  gain  or  lose 
anything  financially? 

Air.  Parker.  No.  Wliat  it  would  do  would  be  to  enable  us  to 
use  Federal  funds  that  are  now  going  for  maintenance  and  supplies 
to  effectuate  an  improved  research  program. 

Mr.  Granger.  You  could  use  money  that  is  now  being  used  for 
maintenance  to  continue  your  cooperation. 

Mr.  Parker.  Yes. 

Mr.  Granger.  And  you  say  that  this  legislation  does  not  provide 
for  forcing  a  transfer  on  the  State;  but  it  leaves  it  to  the  State  to 
say  whether  or  not  it  wants  to  accept  the  transfer  or  reject  it. 
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Mr.  Parker.  That  is  right. 

Mr.  Granger.  Where  do  you  have  your  regional  station? 

Mr.  Parker.  The  regional  stations  are  at  Mandan,  N.  Dak.; 
Woodward,  Okla.,  and  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Mr.  Granger.  And  those  you  intend  to  maintain? 

Mr.  Parker.  We  would  maintain  those  stations.  They  are 
operated  with  the  assistance  of  a  group  of  collaborators  from  the 
State  experiment  stations  in  that  region.  For  example,  at  Mandan, 
N.  Dak.,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Montana  stations 
confer  periodically  upon  the  program  of  that  station. 

Mr.  Granger.  The  defect  I  can  see  with  the  administration  of 
the  station  is  that  in  most  instances  they  are  quite  a  distance  from 
some  of  the  stations;  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Parker.  Yes.  You  could  say  that  was  a  considerable  handi¬ 
cap  in  1910,  but  it  is  a  relatively  minor  handicap  now. 

Mr.  Granger.  I  was  interested  in  that  part  of  your  statement 
wherein  you  said  something  about  the  fertility  of  the  soil  being 
depleted  in  the  arid  States.  What  can  be  done  about  that?  Do  you 
have  an  answer  to  it? 

Mr.  Parker.  Not  a  completely  satisfactory  answer,  Mr.  Granger. 
It  is  recognized  now  that,  particularly  with  phosphates — that  a  good 
many  of  these  areas  are  starting  to  use  commercial  fertilizer,  both  on 
the  dry  land  areas  and  more  particularly  those  under  irrigation. 
The  great  difhculty  in  the  dry  land  area  is  the  limitation  imposed 
upon  its  use  by  the  moisture  supply,  and  that  becomes  quite  difficult 
in  trying  to  introduce  legumes  and  rotation  methods. 

Mr.  Granger.  In  any  event  when  you  supply  fertilizer  you  must 
have  moisture,  and  if  you  do  not  get  moisture  you  lose  not  only  the 
crop  but  the  fertilizer  as  well. 

Mr.  Parker.  That  is  right  and  you  can  really  injure  the  crop  by 
nitrates  if  there  is  a  lack  of  moisture. 

Air.  Granger.  Are  those  studies  still  going  on  at  the  regional 
stations? 

Mr.  Parker.  That  type  of  program  would  use  money  released 
under  the  recent  appropriation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  already 
made  a  meager  beginning  in  that  type  of  study.  The  original  studies 
dealt  very  largely  with  crops,  tillage,  and  moisture  relationship. 

Air.  Gr.\nger.  Of  course,  if  we  get  to  the  point  where  we  have 
depleted  the  fertility  of  the  soil  for  wheat  production  we  really  will 
be  up  against  a  problem,  if  you  cannot  develop  some  means  of  restoring 
it.  Summer  fallowing  is  being  used,  and  if  that  runs  out  we  will  be 
confronted  with  a  real  problem  unless  you  people  are  able  to  find  some 
solution  to  it. 

Air.  Parker.  That  is  right. 

Air.  Heimburger.  Dr.  Parker,  I  believe  you  have  discussed  this 
bill  with  the  people  in  the  Department  of  Interior,  have  you  not,  as 
well  as  your  Department? 

Air.  Parker.  Yes. 

Air.  Heimrurger.  And  the  bill  now  incorporates  a  suggestion  which 
the  Interior  Department  made  to  the  first  draft  of  the  bill;  does  it  not? 

Air.  Parker.  Aes;  we  prepared  a  draft  and  discussed  it  wuth  the 
Interior  Department,  and  they  suggested  a  provision  wdiicli  is  incor¬ 
porated  in  it.  After  they  had  suggested  a  provision,  which  included 
a  reverter  clause,  w’c  added  some  additional  language  to  the  present 


TRANSFER  DRY  LAND  AND  IRRIGATION  FIELD  STATIONS  11 

Mr.  Heimburger.  Alay  1  say  for  the  record,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  Department  of  Interior  was  asked  on  March  25  to  submit  a  report 
on  this  bill.  I  contacted  them  a  few  days  ago,  and  told  them  the 
hearing  was  coming  up.  We  have  not  yet  received  a  report,  and  I 
was  informed  by  the  people  in  the  Department  of  Interior  that  their 
report  will  be  favorable,  and  if  there  was  any  exception  a  witness 
would  be  here  to  speak  for  the  Department.  There  is  no  one  here 
from  the  Interior  Department,  so  I  think  it  can  be  assumed  that  their 
report  will  be  favorable,  that  they  agree  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Granger.  Why  would  the  Department  of  Interior  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  bill? 

Mr.  Parker.  They  are  interested  because  most  of  the  irrigation 
stations  were  on  public  domain  lands.  The  only  question  that  I  know 
of  that  has  recently  been  raised  concerns  the  matter  of  the  reverter 
clause  which  was  included  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Interior, 
and  we  believe,  Mr.  Heimburger,  that  they  are  agreeable  to  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  the  reverter  clause,  because  that  has  been  requested  at  least 
by  one  State. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  However,  the  reverter  clause  is  still  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Parker.  It  is  still  in  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  Are  you  going  to  propose  an  amendment  that 
it  be  eliminated? 

Mr.  Parker.  No;  that  would  be  a  matter  for  the  Congress  to 
decide  and  I  believe  Senator  McCarran  has  been  working  on  that  with 
the  Department  of  Interior. 

Mr.  H  eimburger.  Dr.  Parker,  could  you  provide  the  committee 
with  a  list  showing  the  acreage  involved,  the  estimated  value  of  the 
land  and  improvements? 

Mr.  Parker.  Yes;  we  have  such  a  list  here.  I  think  we  have 
covered  the  acreage,  the  ownership,  the  date  established,  and  the  cost 
of  the  permanent  improvements,  both  the  Federal  costs  and  the  costs 
of  improvements  that  have  been  made  by  the  cooperating  agencies. 

Mr.  Granger.  Without  objection  that  table  will  be  made  a  part  of 
the  record. 

(The  table  referred  to  follows;) 


Physical  j acuities  of  Federal  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  proposed  for  transfer 

under  bills  H.  R.  3715  and  S.  723 


Location 

Acres 

Ownership 

Date 

estab¬ 

lished 

Federal  cost 
of  perma¬ 
nent  im¬ 
provement 

Bard,  Calif.i.  . . . . 

Akron,  Colo  _  _  .  _  . 

4nf>.  0 

420.0 
160.0 
1(K).  0 
4S1.5 
160.0 
460.0 
300.0 

185.0 

160.0 

320.0 

/66  Federal . . 

)  1007 

1909 

1909 

1900 

1911 

1915 
1909 
19t)7 

1  1914 
1907 

1916 

$23, 807 

43, 182 
24,  ,300 
27, 835 
.33,  225 

16,  .593 
20,  428 

125.  875 

17,  535 

13,  020 
24,  095 

\340  State _  _ 

Huntley,  Mont . 

Federal .  _  _ . 

Mitchell,  Nchr _ _ 

Fallon,  Nev . 

do  - . . 

Tucumcari,  N.  Mex... . . . 

State... 

Lawton,  Okla . . . 

Hermiston,  Oreg. . 

do 

Newell,  S.  Dak . . . 

Big  Spring,  Te.x . .  . 

....do  - 

/130  Federal.. . 

\65  State _ 

Dalham  County _  . 

State. . 

Dalhart,  Tex.. . 

Sheridan,  Wvo . 

Total _ _ _ _ 

370,  695 

■  Already  e.\changed  for  new  location  at  Brawlcy,  Calif.,  by  congressional  action. 
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Mr.  Heimburger.  Then  do  I  understand  that  if  the  title  to  these 
areas  is  transferred  to  the  State  you  contemplate  the  Bureau  will 
continue  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  experimental  purposes  to  be 
carried  on  in  cooperation  with  the  States? 

Mr.  Parker.  Yes. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  In  the  event  the  States  do  take  over  the  stations 
and  the  legislatures  make  an  appropriation  of,  say,  $20,000  or  $25,000, 
to  continue  the  work,  will  that  be  subject  to  matching  of  funds  through 
the  Extension  Service? 

Mr.  Parker.  No;  there  is  no  requirement  anywhere  for  the  match¬ 
ing  of  funds  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  I  was  assuming  that  if  the  States - 

Mr.  Granger.  Suppose  you  put  it  the  other  way.  You  are  not 
suggesting  that  the  Federal  Government  will  match  funds  provided 
by  the  States. 

Mr.  Parker.  No.  The  States  I  would  assume,  could  count  these 
funds  in  matching,  let  us  say,  with  any  Federal  grant  funds  for 
research. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  That  is  what  I  was  trying  to  bring  out,  that 
when  the  State  takes  over  a  station  and  appropriates  a  certain  amount 
of  money  to  continue  its  operation  and  comes  to  the  Extension  Service, 
we  will  say,  with  a  program,  there  would  be  no  matching  of  funds 
requested  by  the  State  of  the  Federal  Government  as  additional 
contribution  for  that  work? 

Mr.  Parker.  They  can  qualify  for  Federal  funds  for  research  work. 
For  example,  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  I  believe  there 
is  a  provision  for  matching  of  funds,  and  these  funds  could  be  counted 
against  that. 

Mr.  Heimburger.  Let  us  take  this  illustration:  Suppose  a  State 
appropriates  $5,000  and  the  Federal  Government  is  now  spending 
$10,000  a  year  on  the  station,  and  the  transfer  is  made  to  the  State, 
and  it  increases  its  appropriation,  say,  to  $10,000,  would  that  auto¬ 
matically  mean  that  some  of  the  Extension  Service  and  experiment 
station  funds  would  go  into  that  operation,  so  that  the  contribution 
of  the  Federal  Government  would  actiiallv  be  $20,000  instead  of 
$10,000? 

Mr.  Parker.  No. 

Mr.  Granger.  What  is  the  matching  arrangement  now  for  the 
Extension  Service  as  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the 
States? 

Mr.  Parker.  I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  that  matter  to  answer 
the  question. 

Mr.  Gr.\nger.  It  is  on  a  matching  basis? 

Mr.  P.MiKER.  I  am  not  ([ualified  to  answer. 

Mr.  Gr.4nger.  Is  there  someone  from  the  Department  who  can 
give  that  information? 

STATEMENT  OF  B.  T.  SHAW,  DEPUTY  ADMINISTRATOR, 
AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  ADMINISTRATION 

Air.  Shaw.  Most  of  the  recent  bills  relating  to  either  the  experiment 
station  or  the  Extension  Service  grant  funds  require  a  50-50  matching 
arrangement.  The  earlier  bills,  going  back  to  the  Hatch  Act,  did  not 
require  matching  of  funds,  but  all  of  the  recent  bills  do. 
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Then  in  response  to  the  questions  that  have  been  raised,  there  would 
be  no  automatic  increase  in  the  obligation  of  the  Federal  Government, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  State  would  be  putting  up  additional  funds. 
I  could  give  you  the  figures  which  I  think  would  make  that  clear, 
concerning  the  matching  provision  on  a  50-50  basis  in  respect  to  the 
grant  funds  for  the  experiment  stations,  which  indicate  that  the 
experiment  stations  put  up  about  $3  for  every  $1  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  provides.  And  the  amount  of  money  that  would  be  available 
here  would  not  mean  it  would  have  to  be  matched  by  the  Federal 
Government. 

Mr.  Granger.  They  could  not  do  anything  in  the  States  that  would 
require  the  Federal  Government,  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination, 
to  match  the  State’s  fund. 

Mr.  Shaw.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  Granger.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Shaw. 

Do  you  care  to  make  any  further  statement.  Air.  Parker? 

Mr.  Parker.  I  might  leave  with  the  committee  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Director  Lambert  of  the  Nebraska  experiment  station,  concern¬ 
ing  the  Alitchell  field  station,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Director 
AlcKee  of  the  Alontana  station,  concerning  the  Huntley  station. 

Air.  Granger.  If  there  is  no  objection  they  will  be  made  a  part  of 
the  record. 

(The  letters  referred  to  follow:) 

The  University  or  Nebraska, 

College  of  Agriculture  Experiment  Station, 

Lincoln,  January  26,  1949. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Parker, 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Station,  Beltsville,  Aid. 

Dear  Dr.  Parker:  This  will  acknowledge  your  letter  of  January  14,  advising 
us  that  the  proposed  legislation  which  would  provide  authority  for  the  transfer 
of  various  Department  field  stations  to  the  States  has  been  submitted  to  the  Con¬ 
gress.  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  am  listing  below  the  expenditures  of  the 
State  in  the  work  at  the  Scottsbluff  field  station  during  each  of  the  past  5  years. 
You  will  note  that  this  is  listed  by  appropriated  funds  and  by  expenditures  from 
collections  and  sales  for  each  of  the  5  years.  These  figures  include  all  expendi¬ 
tures,  including  salaries. 


Appropriation 

Collections 

and  sales 

June  30,  1944.  . . — . . . . . .  . . 

$3,180 
3, 180 
3, 192 
5,500 
10, 000 

$35,  238. 34 
38. 944.  79 
30.  247. 27 

June  30,  1945 _ _ _ 

June  30i  1946 _ _ _ 

June  30',  1947 _ _ _ _ _ _ 

46,  755. 37 
48, 834. 03 

June  30,  1948 _ _ _ 

The  tran.sfer  of  this  station  to  the  State  will  allow  us  to  proceed  with  the  orderly 
development  of  the  facilities  at  the  station.  While  we  have  added  some  im¬ 
provements  from  time  to  time  at  the  station,  this  has  involved  some  difficulty 
on  our  part  since  the  station  was  Federal  property.  I  am  certain  that  trans¬ 
ferring  the  operation  of  the  station  to  the  experiment  station  will  simplify  the 
administrative  problems  in  connection  with  its  operation  and  will  allow  for  some 
expansion  that  has  not  been  practical  under  present  conditions.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  such  an  arrangement  will  allow  for  the  strengthening  of  the  research 
program  at  the  station  since  this  will  enable  the  Bureau  to  devote  its  funds  to 
the  hiring  of  research  personnel.  This  will  put  the  operations  at  the  field  station 
more  in  line  with  the  method  of  cooperation  now  followed  by  the  Department 
generally  with  the  experiment  stations. 

'We  are  anxious  to  expand  and  strengthen  the  work  at  the  Scottsbluff  station 
because  there  is  a  wide  interest  in  the  problems  of  irrigation  and  dry  land  invest!- 
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gations  under  way  there.  With  the  expansion  of  irrigation  under  the  Missouri 
Basin  development,  there  will  be  need  for  further  expansion  of  our  research  on 
irrigation,  drainage,  and  related  problems.  If  we  can  carry  out  the  expansion  at 
Scottsbluff  as  planned,  this  should  provide  facilities  for  certain  of  the  needed 
investigations  in  this  field.  In  these  investigations  we  hope,  of  course,  to  enlist 
the  cooperation  of  the  Department. 

We  appreciate  vour  efforts  in  getting  this  legislation  before  the  Congress.  I 
have  written  to  Senator  Butler  asking  for  his  help  in  getting  action  on  the  bill 
promptly.  If  there  is  any  additional  information  w'e  can  furnish,  please  advise  us. 

Sincerely, 

W.  V.  Lambert,  Director. 


Montana  State  College, 

Bozeman,  February  1,  1949. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Parker, 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering, 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Dr.  Parker:  This  will  acknowledge  your  letters  of  January  14  relative 
to  the  transfer  of  the  Huntley  branch  station  to  the  State  of  Montana.  In  one 
of  your  letters,  you  requested  information  on  State  appropriations  to  the  Huntley  j 
station.  For  your  convenience,  I  have  tabulated  below  the  State  appropriations 
starting  with  i  943-44. 


1943- 44 _ $1,  300 

1944- 45 _ ‘ -  1,  300 

1945- 46 _  2,  000 

1946- 47 _  2,  000 

1947- 48 _  11,248 

1948- 49 _  11,248 


Total,  6-year  period _  29,  096 


In  the  1949  Montana  legislative  budget,  I  have  recommended  $25,000  for  each 
year  of  the  biennium  beginning  July  1,  1949,  but  of  course  it  is  too  early  to  pre¬ 
dict  how  the  appropriation  committees  will  respond.  Our  hearings  were  held 
last  week  and  the  attitude  of  the  committees  was  entirely  friendly. 

You  may  also  be  interested  in  the  trust  fund  at  the  Huntley  station  through 
this  same  period.  For  years,  sales  receipts  from  surplus  products  incidental 
to  agronomic  research  have  been  deposited  in  the  trust  fund  and  have  been  applied 
toward  the  expenses  of  conducting  the  agronomic  project.  Since  May  1,  1947,  the 
same  procedure  has  applied  to  the  dairy  industry  project. 

Huntley  sales  receipts 


Year 

Agronomy 

Dairy 

Total 

1943-44 _ _ 

$4, 055. 68 
4, 110.08 
5,  209.  86 

5,  893. 80 

6.  548.  81 

$4,  055. 68 

4,  110.68 

5,  209.  86 
7,  784.  29 

24,  299.  69 

1944-45 . . 

1945-46- . . . 

1946-47 _ 

$1,  890. 49 
17,  750. 88 

1947-48 _ _ 

Total  . . . . 

25,  818.  23 

19,  641. 37 

45,  459.  60 

1948-49: 

July _ _ 

2, 197. 96 

1,  454.  32 

1,  568. 16 

2,  168.  87 

1,  184.  33 

1,  227.  43 

2, 197. 96 

1,  643.  92 

2,  972.  57 
2,  960.  26 
1,  990,  20 
1.  623.  08 

August _  _ 

189.  60 

1,  384.  41 
791.  39 
805.  87 
395.  65 

September _ _ 

October . 

November.  _  _ 

December . 

Total _ _ _ _ 

3,  566.  92 

9,  821. 07 

13, 387. 99 

By  combining  State  funds  appropriated  to  the  Huntley  station  with  the  trust 
funds  resulting  from  sales  which  have  been  applied  to  the  agronomy  and  dairy 
projects  there,  a  total  of  $63,307.60  has  been  expended  between  Julv  1,  1943, 
and  June  30,  1948,  or  an  average  of  approximately  $12,660  annually. 
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Two  years  ago,  when  I  proposed  to  the  joint  appropriation  subcommittee 
(senate  and  house)  that  legislation  be  approved  permitting  the  Montana  State 
Board  of  Examiners  to  accept  title  to  the  Huntley  branch  station  from  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  and  make  an  appropriation  which  indicated  willingness  of  the 
State  to  take  over  the  extra  responsibility  of  operating  another  branch  station, 
there  was  no  opposition.  If  I  recall  correctly,  the  vote  to  legalize  acceptance  of 
the  Huntley  station  by  the  State  was  unanimous  and  the  appropriation  which 
I  was  permitted  by  the  State  board  of  education  to  ask  for  the  Huntley  station 
was  approved. 

My  approval  to  transfer  ownership  of  the  Huntley  station  to  the  State  of 
Montana  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  I  prepared  the  original  draft  of  the  bill  to 
legalize  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  State. 

If  there  is  need  for  additional  information,  please  feel  free  to  write  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Clydf  McKee,  Director. 


Mr.  Granger.  Is  there  any  further  statement  to  be  made  on  this 
bill?  Are  there  any  further  witnesses  from  the  Department? 

Mr.  Parker.  No. 

Mr.  Granger.  Does  anyone  else  desire  to  make  a  statement  on 
the  bill?  If  not,  thanlc  you  very  much,  gentlemen. 

The  committee  will  stand  adjourned. 

(At  11:45  a.  m.  the  committee  adjourned.) 
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8Jst  CONGKESS 
1st  Session 


H.  R.  5679 


m  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

July  18, 1949 

Mr.  Granger  introduced  the  following  bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Agriculture 


A  BILL 

To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and 
irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations 
are  located,  and  for  other  purposes. 

1  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized,  at  such 

4  times  as  he  deems  appropriate,  to  convey  hy  appropriate 

5  conveyances,  without  consideration,  the  interest  of  the  United 

6  States  in  the  lands,  including  water  rights,  huildings,  and 

7  improvements  presently  comprising  or  appurtenant  to  the 

8  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States 

9  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
10  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  of  any  such  station 


o 


1  will  result  in  establishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the 

2  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Depart- 

3  ment  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State  and  the  fur- 

4  therance  of  agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or 

5  regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer: 

6  Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  Hallon,  Nevada; 

7  Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  Hermiston, 

8  Oregon;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  Provided,  That  when  any  or 

9  all  of  the  land,  including  water  rights,  comprising  any  such 
10  station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  the  lu¬ 
ll  terior  may  by  patent  or  other  appropriate  conveyance  trans- 
12  fer  such  lands  to  the  respective  States:  Provided  further, 
12  That  when  any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed 

14  or  patented  hereunder  is  on  public-domain  lands,  only  the 

15  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  grant  such  easements  to  the 

16  State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveyed. 

17  Sec.  2.  Conveyances  or  patents  hereunder  shall  be 

18  upon  such  conditions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 

19  of  Agriculture  will  assure  the  use  of  such  station  in  the  coop- 

20  erative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of 

21  Agriculture  and  tlie  respective  State.  Any  such  convey- 

22  ances  of  the  land  sliall  contain  a  reservation  to  the  United 

23  States  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  'with  the 
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1  right  to  prospect  for,  mine,  and  remove  the  same  under 

2  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  pre- 

3  scribe. 
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Report 
No.  1181 


DRY-LAND  AND  IRRIGATION  FIELD  STATIONS 


August  3,  1949. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
State  of  the  Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


Air.  Cooley,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  submitted  the 

following 


EEPORT 


[To  accompany  H.  R.  5679] 


The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill 
(H.  R.  5679)  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry -land 
and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations 
are  located,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  considered  the  same, 
report  favorably  thereon  without  amendment  and  recommend  that 
the  bill  do  pass. 


STATEMENT 


In  the  years  1905  to  1915  a  number  of  field  stations  and  experi¬ 
mental  farms  v'cro  established  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
throughout  the  Great  Plains  area.  Some  of  the  stations  Avere  on  or 
adjacent  to  reclamation  projects  and  dealt  Avith  the  problems  of  irri¬ 
gation  farming,  Avdiile  others  AA’ere  in  the  dry-land  areas  and  Auere  de- 
Amted  to  the  problems  of  dry-land  agriculture.  The  general  purpose 
of  the  stations  Avas  to  develop  and  disseminate  information  onthetyiie 
of  agriculture  best  suited  to  the  Great  Plains  area  and  thus  to  aid  in 
the  settlement  and  development  of  that  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  stations  Avcre  devotetl  to  problems  of  a  regional  nature  rather 
than  of  local  character. 

In  the  years  since  the  establishment  of  these  stations,  the  gimeral 
types  of  agricultural  endeavor  best  suited  to  the  dry-land  and  irri¬ 
gated  areas  of  the  Great  Plains  have  been  well  developed,  and  the 
stations  have  gradually  taken  on  more  and  more  of  the  character  of 
experimental  farms  devoted  to  research  into  local  soil  types  and  other 
localized  agricultural  problems.  In  this  role,  the  stations  have  fitted 
closely  into  the  programs  of  the  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment 
stations  of  the  respective  States,  but  have  had  constantly  decreasing 
significance  and  usefulness  to  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 
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For  the  past  several  years,  the  Federal  appropriations  for  these 
stations  have  been  on  such  a  small  scale  that  little  more  than  mainte¬ 
nance  operations  have  been  possible  with  Federal  funds,  and  much 
of  the  work  that  has  been  done  at  the  stations  has  been  made  possible 
only  because  of  State  participation  and  cooperation. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  feels  that  the  most  useful  function 
of  these  stations  is  now  almost  entirely  local  in  character  and  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  stations  be  transferred  to  the  States  in  which  they 
are  located,  if  those  States  desire  to  accept  the  station  and  take  over 
its  operation.  This  legislation  was  introduced  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  order  to  authorize  such  action. 

''  The  bill  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  committee  as  H.  R. 
3715,  and  hearings  were  held  on  this  bill.  H.  R.  5679,  reported  here¬ 
with,  is  a  clean  bill  introduced  by  direction  of  the  committee  embody¬ 
ing  changes  made  by  the  committee.  As  introduced,  the  legislation 
included  four  field  stations  in  addition  to  the  seven  now  named  in  the^'J 
bill.  During  the  hearings,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  ■ 
committee  that  the  States  in  which  those  four  stations  were  located 
had  no  present  desire  or  intention  of  accepting  the  transfer  of  the 
stations;  and  those  stations  were,  therefore,  dropped  from  the  bill  in 
order  to  avoid  superfluous  legislation.  H.  R.  3715  also  contained  a 
provision  under  which  title  to  the  stations  would  have  reverted  to 
the  United  States  in  the  event  that  they  ceased  to  be  used  by  the 
States  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  transferred.  This  reverter 
was  put  into  the  bill  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
but  upon  reconsideration  of  the  matter  that  Department  reached  the 
decision  that  the  reversion  provision  was  unwise  with  regard  to  these 
stations  and  so  indicated  to  the  committee  in  its  report  on  the  bill.  ; 
In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  therefore,  that  provision  has 
been  eliminated.  '/  ! 

DEP.4ETMENT  REPORTS  ' 

The  adoption  of  this  legislation  is  recommended  by  both  the  De-  ^ 
partment  of  Agriculture  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  ; 
is  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget.  A  copy  of  Executive  Com-  i 
munication  No.  43  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  the  Speaker W 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  the  adoption  of  this^, 
legislation  and  the  report  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  3715)  submitted  by  the  ! 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  are  appended  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  ' 
report. 

Janvaby  6,  1949.  ; 

The  honorable  the  Speaker  op  the  House  of  Representatives.  i 

Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  transmitting  for  consideration  of  the  Congress  a 
proposed  bill  authorizing  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry-land  and  irriga¬ 
tion  field  stations  to  any  State  in  which  such  stations  are  located. 

The  bill  would  permit  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  or,  when  the  lands  concerned 
are  public  domain,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  effectuate  the  transfer  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  would  result  in  estab¬ 
lishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the  cooperative  agricultural  e.xperimental 
work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  and  in  the  furtherance  of 
agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or  regional  bads. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  any  transfer  shall  be  upon  such  conditions  as  will 
assure  the  use  of  the  station  in  such  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  waive  the  observance  of  such  conditions  when, 
in  his  opinion,  a.  station  is  no  longer  needed  in  such  cooperative  work.  All  mineral 
rights  would  be  reserved  to  the  United  State.s. 
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The  irrigation  field  stations  concerned  were  originally  established  on  reclama¬ 
tion  projects  primarily  as  demonstration  farms.  The  dry-land  field  stations  con¬ 
cerned  were  established  in  the  dry-land  area  of  the  Middle  West  to  meet  the  need 
for  information  incident  to  settlement  of  the  Great  Plains  area,  by  assembling 
information  as  to  the  limits  of  particular  agriculture  and  the  kinds  of  farming 
suitable  for  various  areas.  Generally,  the  stations  are  engaged  in  cooperative 
work  with  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  of  the  States  in  which  located. 
A  great  deal  of  fundamental  information  necessary  has  now  been  assembled  by 
these  stations,  and  the  need  for  soil  research  has  gradually  displaced  the  earlier 
type  of  demonstration  and  testing  activities  carried  on  at  these  stations.  With 
increasing  costs,  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  these  stations  will  utilize  such 
a  portion  of  the  available  moneys  as  to  hamper  adecpiate  soils  research.  The 
question  of  how  best  to  fit  these  stations  into  a  comprehensive  soil-research  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  discussed  by  representatives  of  this  Department  with  the  Directors 
of  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  in  the  area  and  a  special  committee  of 
such  Directors  has  recommended  the  transfer  of  these  stations  to  the  respective 
States  where  the  work  being  carried  on  at  such  stations  is  primarily  concerned 
with  local  problems.  In  addition  to  the  provision  in  the  bill  with  respect  to 
terms  and  conditions  of  transfer  requiring  the  continued  use  of  the  stations  in 


cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of  .Agriculture, 
this  Department,  prior  to  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  any  station,  proposes  to 
enter  into  a  memorandum  of  understanding  with  each  State  concerned  which 
would  provide  for  the  continuation  of  the  research  work  of  the  field  station  on  a 
cooperative  basis. 

The  enactment  of  the  proposed  bill  would  make  possible  a  more  comprehensive 
and  intensive  soil-research  program,  since  the  Department  of  Agriculture  would 
be  relieved  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  operating  such  stations,  thus  per¬ 
mitting  the  use  of  Federal  funds  for  continuing  research  on  a  national  or  regional 
basis.  Such  transfer  would  not  adversely  affect  the  present  research  programs 
being  conducted  at  such  stations  but  would  assure  an  integration  of  such  stations 
into  the  national  and  regional  research  programs  without  cost  to  the  Federal 
Government  in  connection  with  their  maintenance  and  operation. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  has  recommended  the  incorporation  in  the 
Department’s  original  draft  of  the  bill  of  two  revisions  providing  that  if  the  land 
is  public-domain  land  it  is  to  be  patented  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
and  that  there  be  a  reverter  to  the  United  States  in  the  event  that  the  land  ceases 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  intended  by  the  conveyance. 

We  have  no  objection  to  the  first  revision  and  are  satisfied  with  the  second, 
subject  to  certain  further  provisions  as  to  which  we  have  the  informal  concurrence 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Under  these  additional  provisions,  it  is  de¬ 
clared  that  the  reverter  will  not  prevent  an  exchange  in  effect  by  a  State  of  the 
existing  tract  for  a  suitable  substitute,  and  also  that,  in  the  event  of  a  final  aban¬ 
donment  by  the  State  of  its  operations,  it  may  keep  upon  paying  the  fair  value 
thereof,  such  portion  of  the  station  site  as  may  be  necessary  to  its  continued 
enjoyment  of  improvements  thereon.  .All  these  changes  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  proposed  bill. 

This  Department  recommends  that  the  proposed  legislation  be  enacted. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Budget  advises  that  it  has  no  objection  to  the  submission 
of  this  report. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ch.\rles  F.  Brannan,  Secretary. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  May  16,  1949. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Cooley;  We  are  glad  to  comply  with  your  committee’s  request 
for  an  expression  of  this  Department’s  views  on  H.  R..  3715,  which  is  entitled 
“A  bill  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry-land  and  irrigation 
field  stations  to  the  States  in  \vhich  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other 
purposes.” 

Enactment  of  legislation  along  the  lines  of  IT.  R.  3715  is  recommended. 

For  many  years  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  has  been  cooperating  with  the 
agricultural  agencies  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  with 
the  State  agricultural  colleges  in  furtherance  of  research  and  extension  programs 
to  develop  and  disseminate  information,  to  the  end  of  aiding  project  settlers  in 
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successful  settlement  in  the  service  areas  of  F’ecieral  reclamation  projects.  As  a 
part  of  that  program,  experiment  stations  were  established  in  several  States  to 
serve  reclamation  projects  in  those  States.  Because  the  work  done  at  those  sta¬ 
tions  is  primarilv  beneficial  to  local  areas,  rather  than  of  broad  national  applica¬ 
tion,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  considers  that  those  stations 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  State  college  organizations.  This  Department  is 
desirous  of  facilitating  any  arrangements  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
the  State  colleges  concerned  consider  to  be  conducive  to  improved  operation  of  the 
agricultural  experiment  program. 

_  The  bill  as  now  written  provides  that,  in  the  event  a  particular  station  that  is 
situated  on  public-domain  lands  is  not  used  for  cooperative  experimental  work, 
it  shall  revert  to  the  United  States.  The  policy  that  has  generallv  been  advocated 
by  this  Department  and  adopted  by  the  Congress  is  that  public  lands  transferred 
to  States  for  specific  purposes  should  revert  to  the  public  domain  when  no  longer 
used  for  these  purposes.  That  policy  is  sound,  because  it  precludes  alienation  of 
the  public  domain  for  purposes  other  than  the  public  interest.  I  consider. that 
this  well-established  policy  should  be  maintained  generally  as  a  suitable  safeguard. 
However,  the  case  of  the  experiment  stations  listed  in  bL  R.  3715  is  an  exception 
to  the  general  policy.  Relatively  small  tracts  of  land  are  involved,  long-term 
experimental  programs  are  carried  on,  and  major  expenditures  will  have"  to  be 
made  by  the  States  for  buildings  and  other  improvements  on  the  land.  In  these 
circumstances,  I  consider  that  it  would  serve  the  public  interest  if  the  Congress 
should  authorize,  without  reservation  as  to  reversion,  transfer  to  the  States  of  the 
withdrawn  public  lands  and  lands  acquired  by  this  Department  that  are  already 
incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  established  experiment  stations  to  which  H.  R.  3715 
would  bo  applicable.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  provision  of  the  bill 
relative  to  reversion  be  eliminated. 

Due  to  the  imminence  of  hearings,  this  report  has  not  been  submitted  to  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget.  Therefore,  no  commitment  can  be  made  regarding  the 
relationship  of  the  views  expressed  herein  to  the  program  of  the  President. 

Sincerely  yours. 


lion.  Harold  D.  Cooley, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Agriculture, 


William  E.  Warne, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

House  of  Representatives. 
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[Report  No.  1181] 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

July  28, 1949 

Mr.  Granger  introduced  the  following  bill;  wliich  Wiis  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Agriculture 

August  3, 1949 

Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union 

and  ordered  to  be  printed 


A  BILL 

To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and 
irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations 
are  located,  and  for  other  purposes. 

1  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized,  at  such 

4  times  as  he  deems  appropriate,  to  convey  by  appropriate 
conveyances,  without  consideration,  the  interest  of  the  United 

6  States  in  the  lands,  including  water  rights,  buildings,  and 

i  improvements  presently  comprising  or  appurtenant  to  the 

8  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States 

h  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  of  any  such  station 


o 


^  will  result  in  establishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the 
o  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Depart- 
o  ment  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State  and  the  fur- 
^  therance  of  agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or 
5  regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer : 
^  Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  Fallon,  Nevada; 
7  Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  Hermiston, 
Oregon;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  That  when  any  or 

<)  all  of  the  land,  including  water  rights,  comprising  any  such 
10  station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  the  lu¬ 
ll  terior  may  by  patent  or  other  appropriate  conveyance  trans¬ 
it  fer  such  lands  to  the  respective  States:  Provided  further, 

13  That  when  any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed 

14  or  patented  hereunder  is  on  public-domain  lands,  only  the 

15  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  grant  such  easements  to  the 
IG  State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveyed. 

17  Sec.  2.  Conveyances  or  patents  hereunder  shall  be 

18  upon  such  conditions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretarv 
It)  of  Agriculture  will  assure  the  use  of  such  station  in  the  coop- 

20  erative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of 

21  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State.  Any  such  convey- 

22  ances  of  the  land  shall  contain  a  reseiwation  to  the  United 
2:l  States  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  with  the 


1  right  to  prospect  for,  mine,  and  remove  the  same  under 

2  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 

3  prescribe. 
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1st  Session 


H.  R.  5679 


IN  THE  SENATE  OE  THE  UNITED  STATES 

August  16  (legislative  day,  June  2),  1949 
Kead  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry 


AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and 
irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations 
are  located,  and  for  other  purposes. 

1  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized,  at  such 

4  times  as  he  deems  appropriate,  to  convey  by  appropriate 

5  conveyances,  without  consideration,  the  interest  of  the  United 

6  States  in  the  lands,  including  water  rights,  buildings,  and 

7  improvements  presently  comprising  or  appurtenant  to  the 

8  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States 

9  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
10  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  of  any  such  station 
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2 

will  result  in  establishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the 
cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State  and  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or 
regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer: 
Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  DaUon,  Nevada; 
Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  Hermiston, 
Oregon;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  Provided,  That  when  any  or 
all  of  the  land,  including  water  rights,  comprising  any  such 
station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  may  by  patent  or  other  appropriate  conveyance  trans¬ 
fer  such  lands  to  the  respective  States:  Provided  further, 
That  when  any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed 
or  patented  hereunder  is  on  public-domain  lands,  only  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  grant  such  easements  to  the 
State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveyed. 

Sec.  2.  Conveyances  or  patents  hereunder  shah  be 
upon  such  conditions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  will  assure  the  use  of  such  station  in  the  coop- 
eiative  agiicultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of 
Agricultuie  and  the  respective  State.  Any  such  convey¬ 
ances  of  the  land  shall  contain  a  reservation  to  the  United 
States  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  with  the 


3 


1  right  to  prospect  for,  mine,  and  remove  the  same  under 

2  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 

3  prescribe. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatives  August  15,  1949. 

Attest:  RALPH  R.  ROBERTS, 

Clerk. 
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SENATE 


Report 
No.  1847 


TRANSFER  OF  DRY-LAND  AND  IRRIGATION  STATIONS 


June  20  (legislative  day,  June  7),  1950. — Ordered  to  be  printed 


Mr.  Gillette,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry, 

submitted  the  following 

REPORT 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  5679] 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  5679)  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural 
dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such 
stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  considered  the 
same,  report  thereon  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

On  page  2,  line  7,  strike  out  “Lawton,  Oklahoma”. 

STATEMENT 

H.  R.  5679  and  a  related  bill,  S.  723,  were  referred  to  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  which  considered  the  legislation  and  reported  H.  R.  5679 
favorably  to  the  committee  with  one  amendment.  The  amendment 
recommended  by  the  subcommittee  has  been  adopted  as  a  committee 
amendment  and  therefore  it  is  recommended  for  favorable  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Senate. 

A  copy  of  the  subcommittee  report  on  S.  723  and  H.  R.  5679  is 
attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  report. 


Report  of  the  Subcommittee  on  S.  723  and  H.  R.  5679,  Committee  on 
Agriculture  and  Forestry,  United  States  Senate 

Your  subcommittee,  appointed  to  consider  S.  723  and  H.  R.  5679  to  authorize 
the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry-land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the 
States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes,  hereby  report 
favorably  on  H.  R.  5679  and  recommend  that  it  be  enacted  with  the  following 
amendment: 

On  page  2,  line  7,  strike  out  “Lawton,  Oklahoma”. 
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TRANSFER  OF  DRY-LAND  AND  IRRIGATION  STATIONS 


PROVISIONS  OF  H.  R.  6679 

H.  R.  5679  would  authorize  the  transfer,  without  consideration,  of  seven  dry¬ 
land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  located.  The 
stations  proposed  to  be  conveyed  to  the  States  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
are  at  Huntley,  Mont.;  Mitchell,  Nebr.;  Fallon,  Nev.;  Tucumcari,  N.  Mex. ;  Law- 
ton,  Okla. ;  Hermiston,  Oreg.;  and  Sheridan,  Wyo.  Transfer  of  any  public-domain 
land  included  in  any  of  these  stations  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte¬ 
rior,  who  shall  also  have  the  authority  to  grant  any  easements  which  are  necessary 
on  any  public-domain  land  involved. 

The  bill  provides  that  transfer  of  the  stations  to  the  States  shall  be  made 
upon  such  conditions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  will  assure 
the  use  of  such  stations  in  the  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  States.  All  conveyances  of  land 
authorized  by  the  bill  mu.st  contain  a  reservation  to  the  United  States  of  all 
mineral  rights. 

HISTORY  OF  STATIONS 

These  field  stations  and  experimental  farms  were  established  along  with  several 
others  during  the  period  1905  to  1915  to  help  develop  the  best  types  of  agriculture 
in  the  Great  Plains  area.  Such  work  was  largely  regional  in  character  at  first 
but  since  the  general  adoption  of  an  agricluture  best  suited  for  the  dry  land  and 
irrigated  areas  of  the  Midwest,  the  stations  have  been  devoted  principally  to 
research  on  local  soil  types  and  other  local  problems.  Federal  funds  for  the 
operation  of  these  stations  have  been  decreased  and  as  a  result,  their  operation 
has  depended  largely  on  State  participation  and  cooperation.  Several  are  being 
operated  on  a  stand-by  basis.  The  transfer  of  the  stations  to  the  States  would 
therefore  make  funds  heretofore  used  for  maintenance  available  for  research  on 
a  national  or  regional  basis.  Each  transfer  would  be  subject  to  acceptance  by 
the  State. 

Your  subcommittee  was  first  appointed  to  consider  S.  723  which  proposed  to 
transfer  four  other  stations  in  addition  to  those  named  in  H.  R.  5679.  In  its 
consideration  of  this  legislation,  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  recom¬ 
mended  the  deletion  of  these  four  stations  from  the  legislation  as  there  was  no 
indication  that  the  States  involved  would  accept  the  stations.  The  House 
agreed  with  that  recommendation  in  the  passage  of  H.  R.  5679. 

S.  723  also  differs  from  H.  R.  5679  in  that  it  contains  a  reverter  clause.  Your 
subcommittee  has  been  informed  that  several  States  interested  in  operating 
these  stations  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  do  so  if  a  reverter  clause  was  in  effect. 
Therefore,  it  would  appear  that  the  provision  of  H.  R.  5679  requiring  that  the 
transfers  be  made  upon  conditions  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  will  assure  continuation  of  cooperative  agricultural  experimental 
work  on  the  stations  is  adequate  in  this  situation, 

n 

\  AMENDMENT 

The  amendment  recommended  by  your  subcommittee  would  delete  the  Lawton, 
Okla.,  station  from  those  to  be  transferred  under  authority  of  this  legislation. 
The  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  has  recommended  enactment  of  S. 
2086  which  would  transfer  the  Lawton  station  to  the  Fort  Sill  Indian  School  in 
Oklahoma,  the  .station  originally  being  a  part  of  the  school’s  reserve.  S.  2086  has 
been  passed  by  the  Senate  and  in  view  of  this  action,  your  subcommittee  does 
not  believe  transfer  of  the  station  to  the  State  of  Oklahoma  should  be  authorized. 

'(With  the  above  amendment,  your  subcommittee  recommends  that  H.  R.  5679 
be  enacted. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on  H.  R.  5679 
(H.  Rept.  1181)  is  attached  hereto  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

Olin  D.  Johnston,  Chairman. 

Guy  M.  Gillette. 

James  P.  Kem. 


[H.  Kept.  No.  1181,  Slst  Cong.,  1st  sess.l 

'The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  5679)  to 
authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry-land  and  irrigation  field  stations 
to  the  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes,  having 
considered  the  same,  report  favorablv  thereon  without  amendment  and  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 
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STATEMENT 

In  the  years  1905  to  1915  a  number  of  field  stations  and  experimental  farms 
were  established  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  throughout  the  Great  Plains 
area.  Some  of  the  stations  wore  on  or  adjacent  to  reclamation  projects  and 
dealt  with  the  problems  of  irrigation  farming,  while  others  were  in  the  dry-land 
areas  and  were  devoted  to  the  problems  of  dry-land  agriculture.  The  general 
I)urpose  of  the  stations  was  to  develop  a:id  disseminate  information  on  the  tj'pe 
of  agriculture  best  suited  to  the  Great  Plains  area  and  thus  to  aid  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  and  development  of  that  part  of  the  United  States.  The  stations  were 
devoted  to  problems  of  a  regional  nature  rather  than  of  local  character. 

In  the  years  since  the  establishment  of  these  stations,  the  general  types  of 
agricultural  endeavor  best  suited  to  the  dry  land  and  irrigated  areas  of  the  Great 
Plains  have  been  well  developed,  and  the  stations  have  gradually  taken  on  more 
and  more  of  the  character  of  experimental  farms  devoted  to  research  into  local 
soil  types  and  other  localized  agricultural  problems.  In  this  role,  the  stations 
have  fitted  closely  into  the  programs  of  the  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment 
stations  of  the  respective  States,  but  have  had  constantly  decreasing  significance 
and  usefulness  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

For  the  past  several  years,  the  Federal  appropriations  for  these  stations  have 
been  on  such  a  small  scale  that  little  more  than  maintenance  operations  have  been 
possible  with  Federal  funds,  and  much  of  the  work  that  has  been  done  at  the  sta¬ 
tions  has  been  made  possible  only  because  of  State  participation  and  cooperation. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  feels  that  the  most  useful  function  of  these 
stations  is  now  almost  entirely  local  in  character  and  recommends  that  the  stations 
be  transferred  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  if  those  States  desire  to 
accept  the  station  and  take  over  its  operation.  This  legislation  was  introduced  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  order  to  authorize  such  action. 

The  bill  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  committee  as  H.  R.  3715,  and  hear¬ 
ings  were  held  on  this  bill.  H.  R.  5(579,  reported  herewith,  is  a  clean  bill  intro¬ 
duced  by  direction  of  the  committee  embodying  changes  made  by  the  committee. 
As  introduced,  the  legislation  included  four  field  stations  in  addition  to  the  seven 
now  named  in  the  bill.  During  the  hearings,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee  that  the  States  in  which  those  four  stations  were  located  had  no  present 
desire  or  intention  of  accepting  the  transfer  of  the  stations;  and  those  stations 
were,  therefore,  dropped  from  the  bill  in  order  to  avoid  superfluous  legislation. 
H.  R.  3715  also  contained  a  provision  under  which  title  to  the  stations  would  have 
reverted  to  the  United  States  in  the  event  that  they  ceased  to  be  used  by  the 
States  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  transferred.  This  reverter  was  put 
into  the  bill  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  but  upon  reconsidera¬ 
tion  of  the  matter  that  Department  reached  the  decision  that  the  reversion  provi¬ 
sion  was  unwise  with  regard  to  these  stations  and  so  indicated  to  the  committee  in 
its  report  on  the  bill.  In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  therefore,  that 
provision  has  been  eliminated. 

DEPARTMENT  REPORTS 

The  adoption  of  this  legislation  is  recommended  by  both  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  is  approved  by  the  Bureau  of 
Budget.  A  copy  of  Executive  Communication  No.  43  from  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  legislation  and  the  report  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  3715)  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  are  appended  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

January  6,  1949. 

The  honorable  the  Spe.\ker  of  the  House  op  Representatives. 

Dear  Mr.  Spe.\ker:  I  am  transmitting  for  consideration  of  the  Congress  a 
proposed  bill  authorizing  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry-land  and  irriga¬ 
tion  field  stations  to  any  State  in  which  such  stations  are  located. 

The  bill  would  permit  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  or,  when  the  lands  concerned 
are  public  domain,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  effectuate  the  transfer  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  would  result  in  estab¬ 
lishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the  cooperative  agricultural  experimental 
work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  and  in  the  furtherance  of 
agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or  regional  basis. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  any  transfer  shall  be  upon  such  conditions  as  will 
assure  the  use  of  the  station  in  such  cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  waive  the  observance  of  such  conditions  when, 
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in  his  opinion,  a  sialion  is  no  loiiKor  noodofl  in  such  cooj)orative  work.  All  mineral 
rights  would  he  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

Th(!  irrigation  lit'ld  stations  concerned  were  originally  established  on  reclama¬ 
tion  j)rojects  i)rimarily  as  demonstral  ion  farms.  The  dry-land  field  station.s  con- 
C(‘rned  w'cn!  eslablislu'd  in  the  dry-land  area  of  (ho  Middle  West  to  moot  tlio  need 
for  information  incident  to  .setthunent  of  the  (Ireat  Plains  area,  by  assembling 
information  as  to  the  lituil.s  of  i)arlicular  agriculture  and  (,he  kind's  of  farming 
suitabki  for  various  anuis.  (Generally,  the  stations  an!  engaged  in  cooi)erative 
work  with  (he  agricultural  exj)(!rimcnt  stations  of  (he  States  .in  wdiich  located. 
A  great  deal  of  fundamental  informatioti  necessary  has  now  been  assembled  b.y 
l.hese  stations,  and  the  need  for  soil  research  has  gradually  displaced  the  earlier 
t,y))e  of  demonstration  and  testing  activities  carried  on  at  these  stations.  With 
increasing  costs,  the  main((!nance  and  operation  of  these  stations  will  utilize  such 
a  i)or(.ion  of  (ho  available  moneys  as  to  ham])er  adequate  soils  r(!.search.  The 
(piestion  of  how  best  to  fit.  these  stations  into  a  comprehensive  soil-research  j)ro- 
gram  has  b(!en  discuss(!d  by  repre.sentatives  of  this  Department  with  the  Directors 
of  the  Agricultural  Uxperiment  Stations  iti  (he  area  and  a  special  committee  of 
such  Directors  has  r(!commended  (he  transfer  of  these  stations  to  the  respective 
States  where  the  work  being  carried  on  at  such  stations  is  i)rimarily  concerned 
with  local  i)roblems.  In  addition  to  (he  i)rovision  in  (ho  bill  with  resi)ect  to 
t('rms  and  conditions  of  transfer  napiiring  the  continued  use  of  (he  stations  i?i 
coop(!ra(ive  agricultural  ox])erimen(al  work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
this  D('i)artment.,  prior  to  the  time  of  (ho  transfer  of  any  station,  ])ro])osos  to 
enter  into  a  memorandum  of  uiuhu'standing  with  each  State  concerned  which 
wotild  i)rovide  for  the  continuation  of  (he  research  work  of  the  field  station  on  a 
cooix'rative  basis. 

'I’lu!  enactment  of  (,he  i)ro])osed  bill  would  make  possible  a  more  comprehensive 
and  intensive  soil-r(!S(!arch  program,  since  the  Deiiartmont  of  Agriculture  wo\ild 
be  relieved  of  the  cost  of  niaintaining  and  operating  such  stations,  thus  per¬ 
mitting  (he  use  of  Federal  funds  for  continuing  r(!search  on  a  national  or  regional 
basis.  Stich  transfer  would  not  adversely  afbict  the  i)rcsent  research  programs 
being  conduct.c'd  at  such  stations  but  would  assure  an  integration  of  such  stations 
into  the  national  and  regional  rc'search  ])rograms  without  cost  to  the  Federal 
(lovernmcnt  in  connection  with  tlu'ir  maintenance  and  o[)ora(ion. 

The  Dei)artmen(  of  tlu'  Interior  has  recommended  the  incorporation  in  the 
Depart nient.’s  original  draft  of  the  bill  of  two  revisions  providing  that  if  the  land 
is  ])ublic-domaiti  land  it  is  to  be  i)a(ei\tcd  by  the  Dei)artment  of  the  Interior, 
and  (hat.  there  be  a  ix'verter  to  the  United  States  iii  the  event  that  the  land  ceases 


t.o  be  us(!d  for  (he  purpose  int.endivl  by  the  conveyance. 

W('  have  no  objection  to  the  first  revision  and  are  satisfied  with  the  second, 
sut)j('ct  to  certain  furt.h(!r  provisions  as  to  which  we  have  the  informal  concurrence 
of  (he  Dei)artmen(,  of  the  Interior.  Under  these  additional  provisions,  it  is  de¬ 
clared  that  (h(‘  rcvc'rter  will  not  i)revenl  an  exchange  in  elfect  by  a  State  of  the 
existing  tract,  for  a  suitable  substitute,  and  also  (hat,  in  the  event  of  a  final  aban¬ 
donment  by  the  State  of  its  operations,  it  may  keep  u|)on  i>aying  the  fair  v.ilue 
thereof  such  portion  of  (he  station  sit.e  as  may  bo  necessary  to  its  continued 
enjoyment  of  im])rovemcnt.s  ther(!on.  .\11  these  changes  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  proposed  bill. 

This  Depart iniMit,  recommends  that,  the  pro])o,se<I  legislation  be  enacted. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Budget  advises  that  it  has  no  objection  to  the  submission 
t)f  this  report. 

Sincerely  yours. 


CiiAKi.ics  F.  Bk.amm.vn,  Secretary. 


DlOP.XKrMKlVT  OF  TUF  iNrFHIOK, 

Officio  of  tiiio  Skcueiwry, 

Wa.'ihi nylon,  /).  C.,  May  16,  1940. 

Hon.  ll.Mioni)  1).  Uooi.F.Y, 

Chairman .  Committee  on  Agriculture,  House  of  I'lCpresentative.s. 

My  Dio.mi  M  h.  (’ooi.ioy:  We  are  glad  to  comply  with  your  committee’s  request 
for  an  expression  ()f  this  Department’s  vimvs  on  H.  R.  371."),  which  is  entitle!! 

A  bill  t.o  authorize  the  transfer  of  cert.ain  agricultural  dry  land  and  irrigation 
fu'ld  stations  (.o  (he  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other 
liurposi's.” 

Fnactment  of  legislation  along  the  lines  of  II.  R.  371.')  is  recommended. 
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For  many  years  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  has  been  cooperating  with  the 
agricultural  agencies  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  with 
the  State  agricultural  colleges  in  furtherance  of  research  and  extension  programs 
to  develop  and  disseminate  information,  to  the  end  of  aiding  project  settlers  in 
successful  settlement  in  the  service  areas  of  Federal  reclamation  projects.  As  a 
part  of  that  program,  experiment  stations  were  established  in  several  States  to 
serve  reclamation  projects  in  those  States.  Because  the  work  done  at  those  sta¬ 
tions  is  primarily  beneficial  to  local  areas,  rather  than  of  broad  national  applica¬ 
tion,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  considers  that  those  stations 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  State  college  organizations.  This  Department  is 
desirous  of  facilitating  any  arrangements  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
the  State  colleges  concerned  consider  to  be  conducive  to  improved  operation  of  the 
agricultural  experiment  program. 

The  bill  as  now  written  provides  that,  in  the  event  a  particular  station  that 
is  situated  on  public-domain  lands  is  not  used  for  cooperative  experimental  work, 
it  shall  revert  to  the  United  States.  The  policy  that  has  generally  been  advocated 
by  this  Department  and  adopted  by  the  Congress  is  that  public  lands  transferred 
to  States  for  specific  purposes  should  revert  to  the  public  domain  when  no  longer 
used  for  these  purposes.  That  j)olicy  is  sound,  because  it  precludes  alienation  of 
the  public  domain  for  purposes  other  than  the  public  interest.  1  consider  that 
this  well-established  policy  should  be  maintained  generally  as  a  suitable  safeguard. 
However,  the  case  of  the  experiment  stations  listed  in  11.  R.  3715  is  an  exception 
to  the  general  policy.  Relatively  small  tracts  of  land  are  involved,  long-term 
experimental  programs  are  carried  on,  and  major  expenditures  will  have  to  be 
made  by  the  States  for  buildings  and  other  improvements  on  the  land.  In  these 
circumstances,  1  consider  that  it  would  serve  the  public  interest  if  the  Congress 
should  authorize,  without  reservation  as  to  reversion,  transfer  to  the  States  of  the 
withdrawn  public  lands  and  lands  acquired  by  this  Department  that  are  already 
incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  established  experiment  stations  to  which  H.  R.  3715 
would  be  applicable.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  provision  of  the  bill 
relative  to  reversion  be  eliminated. 

Due  to  the  imminence  of  hearings,  this  report  has  not  been  submitted  to  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget.  Therefore,  no  commitment  can  be  made  regarding  the 
relationship  of  the  views  expressed  herein  to  the  program  of  the  President. 

Sincerely  yours. 


o 


William  E.  Warns, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


81st  CONGKESS 
2d  Session 


Calendar  No.  1852 

H.  R.  5679 

[Report  No.  1847] 


m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

August  16  (legislative  day,  June  2),  1949 
Read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry 

June  20  (legislative  day,  June  7),  1950 
Reported  by  Mr.  Gieleite,  with  an  amendment 

[Omit  the  part  struck  through] 


AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and 
irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations 
are  located,  and  for  other  pui’poses. 

1  Be  it  enacted  hif  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  twes  of  the  United  States  of  Aynerica  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  authorized,  at  such 

4  times  as  he  deems  appropriate,  to  convey  by  appropriate 

5  conveyances,  without  consideration,  the  interest  of  the  United 

6  States  in  the  lands,  including  water  rights,  buildings,  and 

7  improvements  presently  comprising  or  appurtenant  to  the 

8  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States 

9  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  opinion  of 

10  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  of  any  such  station 

11  will  result  in  establishing  a  more  effective  program  in  the 
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cooperative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State  and  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  agricultural  experimental  work  on  a  national  or 
regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer: 
Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  Fallon,  Nevada; 
Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lawton^  Qklahema-j  Hermiston, 
Oregon;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  Provided,  That  when  an}^  or 
all  of  the  land,  including  water  rights,  comprising  any  such 
station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  may  by  patent  or  other  appropriate  conveyance  trans¬ 
fer  such  lands  to  the  respective  States:  Provided  further, 
Tliat  when  any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed 
or  patented  hereunder  is  on  public-domain  lands,  only  the 
Secretary  ol  the  Interior  may  grant  such  easements  to  the 
State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveved. 

Sp]c.  2.  Conveyances  or  patents  hereunder  shall  be 
u})on  such  conditions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  will  assure  the  use  of  such  station  in  the  coop- 
eiative  agricultural  experimental  work  of  the  Department  of 
Agiicultuie  and  the  respective  State.  Any  such  convey¬ 
ances  of  the  land  shall  contain  a  reservation  to  the  United 
States  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  with  the 
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1  right  to  prospect  for,  mine,  and  remove  the  same  under 

2  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
2  prescribe. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatives  August  15,  1949. 

Attest:  RALPH  R.  ROBERTS, 

Clerk. 
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HIGHLIGHTS.  Seuatc  passed  tills  to  entend  A.Cr'  through  1952,  .authorize  Virgin  Is¬ 
lands  agricultural  program,  and  amend  Pcderal  Property  Act.  House  passed  "bill 
amending  "budgeting  r,nd  accounting  procedures.  House  committee  reported,  "bill  to 
amend.  Federal  Property  Act.  _  -  . 


SIBTATS 


Passed  as  reuorted  S,  263S,  to  ext end^;iitL— 


AGRiaHiTUHAL  CONSSEVATIOIT  PRCC-PAM, 
til  Decem'ber  31»  1952  the  authority  for  this  program  (pp.  1120^1^5 

2.  YIP.GIIT  ISLA!‘iQS.  Passed  without  amendment  S.  2809,  to  authorize  th:^  "Virgin 

Isla.nds  agricnll:^uro,l' program  (pp.  11177“2) .  '  . 

3.  FHOPERTY  liAHAGH-IEHTi  "passed  without  amendment  S.  3959*.  amend  the  Federal 

Property  and  Administra't'iye  Services  Act  of  1949- to,  p'ro vide  for  records  man¬ 
agement,  eliminate  the  sup])!^''  surcharge,  authorize  the  donation  of  surplus 
personnel  property  to  health  'lust itut ions,  esta'Iolish  'basic  authority  for  cer¬ 
tain  "buildings-manageraent  function^  of  GSA,-  and  extend  to  the  field  service 
the  req^uirenent  that  Govcrnj'.'iont-ox'md'd.. vehicles  bo  consuicUously  identified^ 
(pp.  li249-54). 

SOIL  COITSHRVATIOIT.  Passed  x/ithout  amendment  ^s.^635»  to  amend  the  Soil  Con¬ 
servation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act, to  provid.c  thgt  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  to  determine  fair  prices  for  conscrva,tioh"natcria,ls  discretionary 
rather  than  nandutoiy  (pp.  11264)..  '  ' 


4. 


5.  PEPSOHIEL.  Patsed  with  amendment  S.  3^52,  to  provido  an  order  pf  precedence 
.  for  the  payroeht  of  all  unpaid  compensation  due  au  officer  or  employee-  of  the 
Government  at  time  of  death  (pp.  11199“200).  Agreed  to  an  amendment  by  Sen. 
SchoeppCl  to  make  the  bill  inapplicable  to  the  accounts  of  officers  or  employ- 
ee^^f  the  Federal  land  banks,  intermediate  credit  ba„nlcs,  production  credit 
j^t^uorations,  or  the  regional  banlcs  for  cooperativos  (p.  11,200 ) . 


6,  BSSEARCH  LAIE)S.  Passed  as  reported.  II.  R.  56t9,.  to  authorize  the  transfer  of 
certain  agricirltijral  dry  land  and '  irrigation  field  stations  to  the  States  in 
v/-hich  such  stations  are  loca.ted  (p.  lliyg).' 


^OKSST  LAFPS.  Passed  v;ithout  anendrient  H.  R.  JS82,  _  to  aholish,  the  I’Jheeler 
National  Monument  and  provide  for  the  adrainistration  of  the'  lands  contained 
tWein  as  part  of  a  national  forest;  and  H.  R.  733Q,  a  similar  hill  rel-tir- 
to\hc  Holy  Cross  Rational  Monument  (p.  11255)-  These  hills  will  ncx^  he  ^se^t 
to  tHp  President.  . . • 


.8.  IRSPECTltol  SERYICES.  Passed  without  amendment  SV  369S,  .  to ,  au^hdrizo  the 
.  Secretary  ,of  Agriculture  to  pay  employees  performing'  inspocti'ah  and  quarnntTnc 

services  rdj^atir^  to  imports  into  and  erports  from’  'the  IT.'  'S,./  for  ovc^Tim'^ - - 

night,,  .or  holiday  vrork,  at  such  rates  as  he  may  dhtcrminc^' hnd' ho  acc^'t  fro^^ 

persons  for  wi^m  such  wrk  is  performed  roinhurs'ement  for'ai^  s'uis  maid' for 
the  work  (p.  Il2p4).  ■  ■  ■  ’  '  ^ 


9.  CERSUS.  Passed  with^amondnent  E.  R.  7265,  to.  provide  for'a  m'eriodic  census  of 
governments  {p.  112o2).  Scn.atc  conferees  were  anpyinted','  ^ 


10.  OTAM.  rc^ortorH.  H.'  7?73,  to  ^roUde  o,'  ciyil  goyormiont  for 


XVJ.WXX  cti.iUiiLU.UJii  U  iC 

Park  in  Ryomir^  (pp.  11200-2).' 

Passed  without  oxiondxicnt  H.  E.  3234,  to  authorize  grar.toos  of  roc-c-tlc-i- 

vpu.  ildOO,  U2fa3;.  This  bill  VAII.  now  be  sent  to  tho  Presidoat  '  ‘ 

.Passed  without  amondnont  S.  3034V  to  auicnd  the  law  rolrtliiAto  t>'o  V  S 

f ^Snti^  CP;  .^-uthorize  the  U.-S.  section  to  huy  lancl  ;;d 

fh  wh^ch  will  he  flooded  when  the  Ealcon  Pen  is  com:)lctcd  '^uthorizo^ 

the  purchase  or  condemnation  of  about  470  acres  of  land  n  T 

ration  diqtrif'+  PnTu-f-  j  .a  ,  ctoiob  01  lana  in  tixo  Ijmcrial  irri— 

heretofore  authorized  hy •  appropriatSn  cact"^'Cpn:'n22S-^^^^  activitio 

now  he  sent  to  the  Pre.silcnt.  ^  b-  11256).  Tills  hill  wil 


12.  IflLELIPE,  Passed  without  emcnc’mcr+  F  P  -t-  '  -  i  i’ 

aid  the  States  in  fish  rostor'^^nn  i  provide  tyt  tho  U.  S.  shal! 

bill  will  now  bo  sent  to-  tho  Aosidft  TAoJects  (p.  11217). 

Ecstlrd^liof  to  urorSrLr’d;  «W-lifo 

-s^“fo“-p^:rdo4!“ 4. 

between  ^'o  U.  S.  .and.  Cn^dc  to  -orodct°thdf'^  pSo.rdy.g  tho  agroencnl 

(pp.  11195-7).  ‘-.u..  to  pro  .cot  tho  fur  souls  of  tho  Pribilof  Isl.ands 


9fficors  of  the  Governmant  (Vi  lll'^O  functions  ^  otho 

the  President.  '  ^^^63).  This  hill  will  now  he  sent  t 


l4.  R07\ES.  PcO.s.sOd  v/ithout  emendnent  H  R'  Reen  + 

.and  naiof.onnTor,^.  a,..  5990,  to  urovid 


of  the  Raltinorcfia 
This  hill  will  novr  he  sent  t 


c  for  the  construction 


4-1. 


1  •  -  _  —  O  X  U.L-  1/  iU  li  3. 

-ngton  ?.o,rkwry  in  Maia.^land  (pr).  11219-21^ 


^xic  President. 


15.  JlSCLiULiTIOlT,  Passed  as  reported  H.  R*  1522,  to  anend  section  10  of  the  Uccl^— 
nation  Project  Act  of  1935  ^9  authorize  the  Secretory  of  Interior  to  noke/ 


grajots,  Ic.ases,  and  licenses  for  periods  not  to  exceed  50  years  for  cas^ents 
and\[^ights-of-way  (p.  11203)* 

16.  ILlTIOKf^^  DIIPPITSS.  Passed  ^^rith  onendr.ient  H,  H.  9172,  to  suspend  until/july  31  > 

195^!-  restrictions  on  the  outhorized  personnel  strength  of, the  o.rnc^forces 
11254^-2).  '  '  "  .  / 

Passed  Vi  th  oj.ienrTnents  SS09,  to  ruthorize  the  P*  C,  ^^oorunent  to' 

cst.''‘blish  ai^Pffice  of  Civil  Defense  (pp*  11222-3»  112'o3''4)*  ^^U'^te  cenfer- 
ees  v;cre  o.ppomted  (p.  11264).  ,  /  . 

17.  PLOOp  COllPP.OL.  p\^scd  without  onendnont  -S.  3893,-  "to  .au;^orizc  a  ^oroliriino-ry 

oxaninotion  and  siirvcy  for  flood  control  of  Las  Vog.as  ITcv.  (n.  11222). 

\ 

IS.  PAPvIl  ORG-AITIZATIOIT.  P^sod  as  reported  3,  236S,  to  ineg^jorrto  the  Pat'ore  Parnr- 
’  ors  of  Ancrica  (pp.  T^^1S7“9). 

19.  PUBLIC  UORZS.  Po.ssod  as  ripoorted  S.  J.  Hes.(^74,  greanting  the  consent  of 

\  Congress  to  a  ccorirct  hetTi^en  iio.  and  Ill.  creatl'ng  the  Bi-Stotc  Dcvelopnont 

Agency  -and  the  Bi-State  lict^pcliton  Listrict  Jlor  the  Planning  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  -ouhlic  works  (n.  II2M) 

20.  UATB?.  UTILISATION.  Passed  as  rc^rtod  S.  ^^2,  to  approve  a  contract  with  the 

Ogden  River  Uater  Users’  Assn.;  cV'-l  2.  3|^»  approve-  a  contract  orith  the 
South  Ctdche  Water  Users*  Assn.  (pp\yll2yf-2) . 

21.  BUBGrBTIFC  AldD  ACCOUIOTIxTG.  Discussed^f^d  pa,ssod  over  on  objection  of  Sen., 

McCarran  S.  3250,  to  authorize  the  ^e^dent  to  detcrr.inc  the  fom  of  the 
national  hucl^gct  and  of  depaxtnent^  est^-'tes,  to  nodernizo  a-nd  sir.iplify  gov- 
crnucntal  accounting  and  audit ir^nothodsN^nd  procedures  (pn.  .  11217-'S)  . 

22.  PORLSTP.Y.  Discussed  a.nd  pass e^f ever  on  o'bjc(^^on  of  Rem,  Schocpncl  H;  R.  7155» 

to  authorize  a  cooperative  p^fCgrar.'.  of  technic^  scr^'Aces  to  nrivatc  forest 
land  owners  (pp.  11172,  113fe2). 

)23.  RBCORDS.  Passed  without  /no nedaent  S,  3723,  to  prot^idc  for  the  puhlication  of 

trca.tics  -and  other  int ^na.tional  ,7grccnont3  ■bctwceiXthc  U.  S,  and  other  coun¬ 
tries  in  a  sqpara.tc  conpila.ticn,  to  he  known  as  Unit^L  Sta,tes  Treaties  a,nd 
other  International  /^rccj.icnts  (p.  11195)*  \ 

24.  PiiBl;  PROCRAIi.  Roc/ia’cd  a.  La.  Lcgisladuro  resolution  fo.vo^ng  ”the  farn  nlan 
-as  propose'.'  hv  Association  of  Southern  Coni'.-'.issioncrs  6^  Agriculture^  (p* 


III7S) . 


25.  DCOUOUIC  RIPO^IT.  Both  Houses  'received  the  President’s  IIi'd;’'can'*  iSlipononic  Rcuort 

(H.  Doc.  6)W)  (pp.  11175,  11273). 

26.  ITOI-iINATI^^ .  Confimed  the  noT.ina.tions  of  C.  K,  Hunelsino  to  he  a,n  Assistant 
Sccrcyir3?’  of  State;  and  C.  T3'lcr  Wood  to  he  deputy/  U,  S.  Special  Representative 
in  I^ope  (pp.  11270). 

HOUSE 

27 .  ^UDCtET IFC  xllTD  ACCOUllTIlTGr.  Passed  with  anendnents  H,  R.  9032,  to  authorize  the 
/  President  to  deternine  the  forn  of  the  na.tiona,!  Budget  and  of  the  dcoartnental 

/ 


1 


^stinp.tcs,  rnd  to  nodcrn-izc'  r-nd  f*o''?’crixnontr,l  accountiid^r  r.nd  nuditiag 

n6$;hods  nnd  procedures  (pp«’  11292-3'lS).  / 

.l£::rocd  to  an  anendnent  "bp  Ren.  ICarsten,  Ho.,  as  mended,  vriicla  indues 
a  nrKvision  tlrat  "midpct  cand  st>atc:-icnts  furnished  viith  anp, -'I’oposcd  su^^c- 
or  clef icienc3/-  appropriations  shall  he  accompanied  h^"  infornati^*  as 
to  norsWal  services  and  other  objects  of  cxr/cnditure  in  the  sane  na^er  and 
forn  as  in  the  budget  for  the  fisCcal  j.^oar  1950”  (';)•  11317)  • 

Jn^r^d  to  mendnonts  bp  Ron.  Idarsten  striking  out  the  provi^ons  for  a 
"n erf ornancX  budget",  and  striking  out  a.  provision,  relating  to  segregation 
of  operat ingXanrl  of  capital  and  investnent  progrms  (p.  1131?] 


2S.  RROPhRIY  MAlLiGSM! 

ported  v;ith  anen( 
.  ■  trative  Services 


;TT, 


lent 


The  Srienditures  in  Executive  Repartnenrcs  Conr.ittee  re— 
H.  R..  3129,  to  aicnd  the  Federal  Pro^rtp  asicl  .Adninis— . 
(K.  Rent.  2747)  (pp.  11323-4). 


29' 


30. 


FIRZIRS.  Passed  as-  reported  S,  35,20,  to  strengthen  the  i^onnon  defense  bp -pro¬ 
viding  for  the  cspansiXii  of  b'ostorn  Honispherc.  •produjjticn  of  abaca  bp  the  tJ,  S, 

(pp.  11276-92). 

Rejected  an  or.iendncn\  bp,  Rcr; .  Crawford,,  Hichy(  to  have  all  abaca  produced 
under  the  bill  utilized  foXstoclopiling^  purposcs/a.nd  prevent  its  sa,le  in  the 
ch-anncls- of  trade  (pp-.  II291V2).  ,  / 

V  ■  / 

SuGAPu.  Ren.  Burnside,  ¥.  VA*,  cTlscusscd  the  pre 


< 


Burnside,  ¥.  VA*,  cfiscusscd  the  problen  of  hoarding  foods  and  othei 


connoditios  and  the  nossibilitj'-  ^  artific^'.l  shortcoges  being  created  b^c  spec- 
ulcutors,  corxi-enting  on  the  sugar  dtoplp  ^  Cuba,;  and -announcing  his  inter tion. 


if  the  present  trend  continues,  to  torrsorar^g  price  ■  controls  and  ra,- 

tioning  be  autb-orized  (p.  11274).  \ 


31.  COTTOIT  ilCRSilGE  AI-LOTHEITTS.  -Ren.  Bccb 


PlIA  county  connittccs  in  Ten.  anc 


UxClS 


Tex.,  inserted  letters  from  various 
...others  regarding  a,cro-ago  aJlotncnts 
for  cotton  end  p eanut  f arnor s  {-r/*  11^04-^) . 

/ 

32.  PTR-SOiTLlBL.  E.  n,,9023  as  reTon^ocl  (sec  Bigestb^R^)  a-uonds  the  Pc  dor  ad  Corrupt 
Practices  Act  (Hatch  Act)  to/but.horise  the  CiviiJ.  Service  Conuission  to  inp’osc 
lesser  penalties  for  Pcdcr?>i  cnplo^rccs  viplatin^S  the  act  if  it  finds  tha.t  the 
violation  docs  not  vra.rra^  rcnoval  fror.  office,  aV.  directs  the  Conuission  to 
reopen  and  reconsider  a.lf  cases  prcviouslp  doterni^d,  in  which  rcnoval  fron  Q 
office  was  ordered,  an^'iupose -a  lesser  uenalty  if  o^o,  violation  did  not  wa.r— 
r.a.nt’ rcnoval.  ■ 


33. 


the  act  transf( 


PiUuI  LOfd'S.  E.  R,  2^613  as  reported  (sec  Digest  l45)  anon 
ring  the  functio^  of  PACC  to  the  Secrctaipr  so-'a.s  to, .  a-uthdrizc  "loans  to  nakc 
a.va.il'^.blc  to  tiijr  owners  or  opcr''tors  of  established  fa  rns''^.  onep  area,  or  re¬ 
gion,  upon  th^^r  full  personal  lialilit^o  and  such  rea.sonadolcSgccuritp  as  na.3'' 
be  detcrninc^  b:-’-  the  Sccrctarp,  credit  of  a  tjopc  v;hich,  beginS^ng' in  194l,  wa,s 
■c-  in  such  area  or  region  bp,  the  Corporation,  if- tl^  Sccrctarp 

it  is  not 
be  nadc 
^blic  L.aw 


nadc  avail 

finds  tha^  there  is  a  continued  need  for  such- credit  and  such  cr 
rcadil^r  available  fron  other  sources^  cxccot  that  no  such  loan 
(A)  rS^/v  three  j^cars  after,  the  cnactncnt  of  the  1950 -  Ancnck.-icn-t 


shr 


v/hich 


3S,  to  anp- one  borrower  at  arp  one  tine  in  excess,  of  $100,000,  (' 
woul^  increase  the  total  incLcbtcdncss  of  a,np  one  borrower  under  this  ■o^'agranh 
a,nount  exceeding  $20,000  (including  urincluai  a.nd  accrued  intorcst4,  a,nd 


which  v.rould  increase  the  aggregate  principal  mount  of  the  loans  outs\and- 
undor  this  paragraph  at  aip  one  tine  to  an  mount  exceeding  $2,000,000V’ 


-5- 


BILLS  INTRODUCED 


3l|»  BUSINESS.  E..R.  9^3/  "by  Rep.  Patman,  Tex,,  and  S.  3973,  by  Sen,  Sparkm^, 

create  the  Small  Defense  Plants  Corooration  and  to  preserve  small-businesj*'" 
institutions  and  free,  competitive  enterprise;  to  Banking:  and  Currency  Conuj^ttees 
(pp,-  1117^,  113214.),  Remarks  of  author  (pp,  11320-3), 

\ 

33»  RECLi'vMA^^ON,  H.  R,  92I4I4.,  by  Rep,  Aspinall,  Colo.,  to  amend  the  authority  given 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  bp'  the  act  of  June  25,  1914-7,  'to  c«nstr\^t  the 
Paonia  red-l^jamation  project,  Colorado;  to  Public  Lands  Committee  (p/  113214), 


R. 


36.  PURCHASING.  R.  92I46,  by  Rep,  Vinson,  Ga.,  to  provide  for  the  ^^negotiation 

of  contracts;  IVays  and  Feans  Committee  (p.  1132l|.), 

37.  STATEHOOD,  H,  R,  "^,^'.7,  by  F.ep,  Bailey,  W,  Va, ,  to  provide  f^  the  admission  of 

Puerto  Rico  into  t}\  Union;  to  Public  Lands  Committee  (p,  ^32l4), 

\  / 

38.  PPJCE  CONTROL,  H.  R,  9^2,  by  Rep,  Kunkel,  Pa.,  to  prot^t  the  national  safety 

and  security  from  the  c^sequences  of  price  and  crcdiiy^inflation;  to  Banking 
and  Currency  Committee  (i\ll32l4).  / 

/  X,  ,to  / 

39.  PlilCES.  H.  Res.  733,  by  Rep.  -JDavenport,  Pa.  ,/creR.y’^i  a  select  committee  to  con¬ 

duct  an  investigation  and  stui^  of  recent  increr^es  in  the  price  of  food  and 
other  commodities;  to  Rules  Corda^ittee  (p.  II32M. 

,  r 

ITEI^IN  APPE^IX 

[4O.  SUGAR.  Rep.  Hagen,  Minn.,  inserted  an^Eas^Grand  Forks  (Minn.)  Record  article 

quoting  from  the  Federal  Register  regaling  beet-sugar  price  determinations  and 
criticizing  the  Department  of  Agricu  i^^/^l^for  ’’double  talk.”  (pp,  A5368-9), 

4.1,  FIBERS,  Rep,  Durham.,  N.  C,,  ins6rt<34  a  lett^  and  enclosures  from  the  Library  of 
Congress  giving  data  on  world  fibyr  production,  including  data  from,  OFAR 
(pp.  A5l;72-l4), 

42-^  ELECTRIFICATION,  Rep,  D’EArart/  Mont,,  inserted  a  tabulation  showing  the  progress 
of  the  REA  program  in  Montaiya  since  1938  (pp*  A5366<,-7), 

Rep,  Jackson,  Wash.,  inserted  a  Portland  Oregon^n  editorial  criticizing 

a  Reader’s  Digest  art  id '/"on  CVA  (pp*  A5381-2), 

/ 

43,  ST.  LAVjRENCE  seaway.  |^p,  Biemiller,  Wis,,  inserted  a  Milwaukee  (Wis  . )  Journal 


editorial  favoring  t^ftis  project  (p.  A3^7J), 

/ 


lit.  NATIONAL  defense,  /Extension  of  remarks  of  Rep,  Celler,  N.  Y.,  -cisucssing  H.  Res, 
735,  to  create  ^select  committee  to  study  and  investigate  the ‘operation  of  a 
program  for  piyourem.ent  and  construction  in  connection  with  natidpal  defense 
(p.  A5676).  / 

i-5,  BANKING  ANQ/eURRENCY.  Rep,  IVoodhouse,  Conn.,  inserted  an  American  Banker  edi¬ 
torial  d^cussing  the  proposal  to  amend  FDIC  Act  (p.  A5690), 

oOo 

COMv'lTTEy HEARINGS  AN’NOUNCEMENTS  for  July  27;  H.  (ex,)  and  S.  Banking  and  Currency, 
defense  production;  S.  Agriculture,  milk  and  dairy  products  (Preston  Richards, PMA., 
to  testify);  H.  Agriculture,  price  supports  and  surplus  commodities;  S,  Finance, 
imioGrt  controls  on  copper;  II.  Educa.tion  and  Labor,  construction  of  school  facili- 
t^s  in  areas  affected  by  Federal  activities  (ex,);  S.  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Jommerce,  transportation.  -oOo- 
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2, IS 

-^IGHLlGirrS:  Both  Houses  a^^reecl  to  the  conference  report  on  defense-production  hill, 
^vrith  Sen.  Miprry  discussinf;  price-control  provisions.  ■  Senr.tc  passed  tai:  hill. 
Senate  suheornittee  reported  acreape— allotnents  hill  to  full  coruiittec  v;ithout  re— 
comendation.  Sen,  Tfillians  criticized  price  supnorts  on  ro.isins  and  nrunes  and 
CCC's,  leasing  of  prain— storaf;b  facilities*  House  comittee  reported  Ternejo  rec— 
lanation  project  hill.  Hep..  Garmon  inserted  his  letter  to  Budpot  Bureau  discusr  - 
sinp  hovr  $550,000,000  reduction  in  eenera]^.  ap-nropri.-'tion  hill  should  ha  applied. 

saiATE  ■ '  •  ,  ■ 

It  PHOBUCTIOIT  BILL*  Both  Houses  apreed  to  the  conference  report  on  thi^' 

hi^i,*  H*  ?w.  9176  (:op.  142qO-S5>  ■14237t^'-3)  •  Sen*  Wierry  discussed  the  nrihe- 
cortrbi  provisions,  including  tlios'h  on  agricultural  connodities.  =  The^T) ill  v;as 


2*.  TAXA.X.I01T*.  Passed  anendnents  E,  R*.  S92O,  the  tax-revis ioiyd)!!!  (pp*  l427^ 

oO,  14296-^7)  •  Ss^te  conjfGrees  v;cre  appointed  (p..  ,14337 -Aereed, .  52-13,  to 
a  Thj'e  anenduent  re^ajding  can ital. gains  on  breeding  and^'dairy  livestock  (pp*- 

y  14302-9).  '  " 

3.  ACHBAGE  ALLOH-nidl!,  BTC*.  ThcS«,;dconnittee  of  the^Agri culture  and  Forestry  Comit- 
’  tec,  .vJiich  is  considering  H* 'Il^^^09  (relatim^  to  cotton  acreage  allotments, , 
etc*),  votod  to  •  rcr:>ort  tile  hill  t^sdlic  fuiar  comnittcc  without  rccomcndation*. 

.  It  is  'exnectod  that  the  full  cor.r'.itt^'Hji#fll  consider  the  hill  today.  (B93S) 

4*  SHLBCTIYB  SBP.YIC2.  Both  Houses  aa?<^  to  tSc  conference  rqpprt  p,n,  S*,  14029, 
a'\cnd' the  Solaoti'^o  Service  Acj;i^*^cgarding  doc*^rs  and  dentists,  etc*  (pp., 

.  14295,  14243)..  xlais  hill  \-n^yi  no\r ’’oq,  sent  to:  resident*-, 

5,. .  lOiUIS*.  Sen.  .  Uhorr3V^!nscrt  cd  ,a  Hchr*.  American  Lcgi^Hi  resolution  comi'.iending 
Farmers’  Home  AdmirAg^ation  activities  rplo.ting  to'  vpteisams  (pp.  14266-7). 

6,  Cr.^rLIAIT  nSFBiTSp<^  Son*.!lcIIr'h.on  inserted  his  statement  favorii^h^c  President’s 
rccucst  foiv,^v:)ronr iations  to  construct  sunPlomontar:,^  buildings  o*a:^sido  of  D,  C*. 
.  (np*.  l4^dW0y..  ’  X 

f*  FC!BEd<?N  PBLATIOITS*  The  Foreign  Relations  Committoo  reported  on  various  ro'hQlu— 
tans  regarding  strengthening  tho  UITO,  etc., -(p* „l426o) , 


ri 

O  • 


I  13. 


i4. 


SLTPOHT;  :'3-ILU;iT  •’STOPA&Z*'  Villiasns  .irxsoijtc^f^/'his  statencnt  criticizii 

"-(^ricG  s-dnport's  on  raisins '  a'ntl  nininos',  claining 'that  those  v/iiich  har-e  hcen  -pyn 
n  c^Hased .  ”I:^,vc  'hcon  .or  faro'-nay  in  th-c.  nrp.ccgs  pf  hein^;  dunned  in  the  hog  lots'^- 
ar^v criticizing  the  leasing  '03^  CCC  of  grain  storage  facilities  frqn  privafte 
cbrr^.ies  at  Cann  Crov/dcr,  Mo.,  uhich  facilities  .had'  in  turn,  ."been  leas 9i?f  hy 
htho  elfcnanies  fron  the  War  Assets  Adn inis trat ion  (pp.  l4339-4o.)  . 


PUCES  SEP  T^il  Tuos.,  Sept.  5,  (p.  l434o).  Paring  the  ^week,  the  Senal 
■  sider  S.' 40^7,  to  protect  the' int-crnal  sccuritv  of  the  W.-  'S.v  and 


Z.  P.  9520,  i^e  sup^olcnental  a3')propriation  hill  (p.  E^4o) . 

Ha^SE 


is  to  COEf- 

en  report ed^f 

■i 


>nt  H.  H.  3309, 
f-f-  the  Vci'r.ic'jo  rcc- 


11. 


ECLAIATIOIT.  Tlac  !?\f)lic  Lands'  ■CorTrittcc  renorted  with  -aneni 
to  authorize  the  co^tnaction,-  op’oration,  and  nain'tenanco 
,  lahation  pro  joct ,  il.  'lJcs;.  (ll.  Hc-pt-,-  3043)  (p  14264)  ■■ 

PUPS..  The  '’Eall3/  Di.gos'^.  states  tha.t  the  Agriculture  ^:-mittcc  ordered  reported 
(hut  did  not  actualljr  repWt)  H.  P.  3043»  to  assist  hringing  about- "a  noro 
s.ound  agricultural  cconon37^hrcU;gh  diversification  /f  its  productive  resources" 
h3r  providing  for  research  it^p  the  basic  lavrs  and/iprinci3^1es  relating  to  denos-' 
ticall3’'  raisin,^  fur— hearing  annals  (‘p.  L939)*  / 


Also  states  that  the  I’crch^t  Marino  and  P^horics  Sonnittec  ordered  renort 
cd.  ('hut  did  not  actuallj?"  ro'^ort 
'  scad  agreenent  hetvreen  the  'E.  S. 

Prihilof  Islands  (u.  E94o). 


i 


^S.  3123*  t^  ^ivc  crffoct  '-to  the’ provisional  fur 
;-d  Canaxlavand  to  nrotect  the  fur  seals  of 


PCPESTS.  .  The  ^I)ail3'  Digest”  sta,tes  thatythc  Agricirltufe  Coiuittee  ordered  re¬ 
ported,  (hut  did  not  actua.113/’'  renort)  S^l64o,  to  authorize  the  Chief '  of  Arng 
Engineers  to  act  as  alternate  for  th9-^SeCretar3a  of  the  Arnj^  as  a  neuher  of  the 
national  Porcst  Hesorvation  Coirlss^on*  (p?^ .1)939 )  • 


PESH^CH  LiddDS.  The  ”Eail3/  Digest”  stales' that  the  Agriculture  Cornui'ttce  agreed 
to;  ap^-irovc  the  Senate  axiendu.ents  to  II.  P.  5^79.  .authorizing  the  transfer  df 
certain  du;'  land,  arl  irrigalion  field.  stati'''-ns  to  the  States  in  which  such  sta.— 
tions  arc  located  (3pp.  D939-4o).  •  I 


15. 


POEEIG-M  -iPPAIPS.  The  Porel^'n,. If  fairs  Conr.ittcc  rcuoiKtod  with  ancnchYont  E,  P:'  ’’ 
,9^35  >  csta.hlish  a  .Corr’lssion  on  C‘o-ocrativc  Ihter^tior*al  Pclations  (ll.  Pout 

.3044)' (p.  14264).  -y..  ■  \  - 

EE'JCATIOlT.  T.he  .  Dai]^  Digest”  stales  that  the  conferees  ?^^ocd..t.o  file.  a.  co.n— 
fcrcncD  ropTrt  .on  S,  2317 >  to  providLC.  for  aid_  in  school  c'g'^truction  in  areg-s 
affected  hj’-  Feder^  activities  (31*  D9I10)  .  "  " 


ADJOIJPITEI)  until/Tucs.,  Sgpt.  5 .  (p.l42S4) ,  .  Agreed  to  a  una,ninou^consent  r.equcsi 
to  .noet  onlp.^n  Tuc.s...  and  Fri*.  of  this  week,  for  sessions.  a.t  v/hic^  .he;  husincss  * 
^'^^^1  i.ra^a.ctcd  (3^.  14244).  Also  agreed,  to  E.  P.os.  S3o»  tO  urS^idc  that  he- 
•  ^(^t .  .5 , .  .scssi^'h-s  of.  tne  louse  will  he  held,  in  the  cauc^rs^^^^cor.!  .of  the 

•i'ovr  I->us^' Office- Euilding  (p,  i4244) , 


DILLS  IlEDEODUCED 


i-i.,.iI01,  S,  _ 4i20,^  tea  Sen*  .niderson  .(for  hi.psclf  andu  Sc'/'.  Chavez),  to" 
oplzc  the  construction,  opr-rol.ion,  a.nd.;  naintcnancc  of  the  Vcrricjo  Pocirihation 


joct,  1:.  iicn. ;  to  Interior  and  Insular  Affairs  Connittcc  (u.  l426o) . 
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l^^dget;  Bernard  F.  Burdick,  chief  of  office,  Panama 
Canal;  former  Senator  Joseph  H.  Ball,  representing  the 
Association  of  American  Ship  Owners;  Gregory  Prince, 
assistant, general  counsel,  representing  the  Association 
of  Ameridaji  Railroads;  and  Frazer  Bailey,  representing 
National  Federation  of  American  Shipping. 

UN  CHARTER^  GREEKS,  FOREIGN  SERVICE, 

AND  GENOCIDE 

Committee  on  Fore'hgti  Relations:  In  executive  session, 
committee  voted  to  report  to  the  Senate  its  subcommit¬ 


tee  report  on  “Revision  of  the  United  Nations  Charter”; 
and 

S.  Res.  212,  condemning  abduction  of  Greek  children 
by  Communist  guerrilla  forces,  and  requesting  the  Pres¬ 
ident  to  assert  all  of  his  powers  to  secure  their  return. 
The  committee  also  discussed  but  took  no  final  action 
on:  H.  R.  9002,  to  make  certain  increases  in  the  annui¬ 
ties  of  annuitants  under  the  Foreign  Service  retirement 
and  disability  system  in  view  of  the  increased  cost  of 
living,  and  on  the  Genocide  Treaty. 


House  of  Representatives 


Chamber  Action 


Bills  Introduced:  Six  public  bills,  H.  R.  9611-9616; 
four  private  bills,  H.  R.  9617-9620;  and  five  resolutions, 
H.  Con.  Res.  282-283,  H.  Res.  838-840,  were  intro¬ 
duced.  Poges  14244,  14257,  14264 

Bills  Reported:  Reports  were  made  as  follows: 

H.  R.  8309,  authorizing  the  construction,  operation, 
and  maintenance  of  the  Vermejo  reclamation  project  in 
the  State  of  New  Mexico  (H.  Rept.  3043) ; 

H.  R.  9039,  to  establish  a  Commission  on  Cooperative 
International  Relations,  amended  (H.  Rept.  3044); 

H.  R.  9399,  to  provide  a  more  effective  method  of  de¬ 
livering  applications  for  absentee  ballots  to  servicemen 
and  certain  other  persons  (H.  Rept.  3045) ;  and 
H.  R.  9455,  to  facilitate  voting  by  members  of 'the 
Armed  Forces  and  certain  others,  absent  from  their 
places  of  residence,  amended  (H.  Rept.  3046). 

Page  14264 

Defense  Production:  By  a  division  vote  of  155  nays  to 
20  yeas,  the  House  rejected  a  motion  to  recommit  die 
conference  report  on  H.  R.  9176,  the  Defense  Produc¬ 
tion  Act  of  1950,  and  by  voice  vot9^adopted  the  confer¬ 
ence  report.  Pages  14237-14243 

Doctor-Dentist  Draft:  Adopted  by  voice  vote  the  con¬ 
ference  report  on  S.  4029,  to^-amend  the  Selective  Service 
Act  to  provide  for  special  xegistration,  classification,  and 
induction  of  certain  mescal,  dental,  and  allied  specialist 
categories.  Page  14243 

New  York  Indians:  Adopted  by  voice  vote  the  confer¬ 
ence  report  on>S.  192,  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the 
courts  of  theyotate  of  New  York  with  respect  to  civil 
actions  betiyeen  Indians  or  to  which  Indians  are  parties. 

Page  1 4243 

Ordec/of  Business:  By  unanimous-consent  request  it 
was,vagreed  that  when  the  House  adjourned  today  it 
would  adjourn  over  to  September  5,  then  adjourn  over 
to  September  7,  and  then  adjourn  over  to  September  ii. 

Page  1 4244 


House  Sessions:  Adopted  H.  Res.  838,  providing  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  on  Friday,  September  i,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  September  5,  in  the  caucus 
room  of  the  New  House  Office  Building.  Poge  14244 

Private  Biljr  S.  294,  a  private  bill,  was  removed  from 
the  Calendar  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  die 
Judiciary,'  by  a  unanimous-consent  request.  Poge  14245 

Speaker  Pro  Tempore:  Adopted  H.  Res.  839,  electing 
Repfesentative  Walter  Speaker  pro  tempore  to  serve  in 
tlFe  absence  of  the  Speaker.  Page  14257 

Condolence  Resolution:  Adopted  H.  Res.  840,  ex¬ 
pressing  condolence  on  the  death  of  Representative 
Bulwinkle,  of  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District  of 
North  Carolina,  and  providing  for  immediate  adjourn¬ 
ment.  Representatives  Doughton,  Kerr,  Wolverton, 
Cooley,  Barden,  Beckworth,  Durham,  Hinshaw,  Bon¬ 
ner,  Deane,  Jones  of  North  Carolina,  Redden,  Carlyle, 
and  Chatham  were  appointed  to  the  funeral  committee. 

Page  14264 

Program  for  Tuesday:  As  a  further  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  Representative  Bulwinkle  the  House 
adjourned  at  i  :5i  p.  m.  until  Tuesday,  September  5, 1950, 
at  12  o’clock  noon,  when  the  House  will  meet  in  die 
caucus  room  of  the  New  House  Office  Building. 

Committee  Meetings 

FOREST  COMMISSION— FUR  RESEARCH- 
AGRICULTURAL  STATIONS 

Committee  on  Agriculture:  Ordered  the  following  bills 
reported  to  the  House: 

S.  1640,  providing  that  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the 
Army  shall  be  an  alternate  member  of  the  National 
Forest  Reservation  Commission;  and 
H.  R.  3043,  to  provide  for  research  into  the  basic  laws 
and  principles  relating  to  domestically  raising  fur-bear- 


1  The  committee  also  agreed  to  approve  the  Senate 
:  amendments  to  H.  R.  5679,  authorizing  the  transfer  of 


September  1 
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i  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations 
■  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located.  This 
i  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  July  26  and  was  returned  to 
i  the  House  with  a  request  for  concurrence  to  the  amend- 
i  ments.  .  _  | 

WAR  CLAIMS 

Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce:  The 
Special  Subcommittee  on  War  Claims  continued  hear¬ 
ings  on'H.  R.  8998  and  S.  3901,  amending  the  Trading 
With  the'^'Enemy  Act,  relating  to  reimbursement  to 
Americans  owning  directly  or  partly  an  enemy  corpo¬ 
ration  taken  oW  by  the  Alien  Property  Custodian.  A 
statement  by  Rquesentative  Keogh  on  behalf  of  the 
legislation  was  su^hted  for  the  record.  He  intro¬ 
duced  H.  R.  8998  in  the^House.  Harold  F.  Reis,  Acting 
Chief,  Legal  Branch,  O^ce  of  Alien  Property  in  the 
Department  of  Justice,  testified  in  opposition  to  the  bills, 
and  an  opposition  statement  by  Daniel  F.  Cleary,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  War  Claims  Comniission,  was  read  into  the 
record  by  Myron  Wiener,  Comrhissioner,  War  Claims 
Commission.  Adjourned  subject  to  call  of  the  Chair. 

CALIFORNIA  VESSELS— FUR  SEALS— COAST 

GUARD 

Committee  on  Merchant  Marine  and  Fisheries:  Ordered 
the  following  bills  reported  to  the  House: 

H.  R.  9534,  amended,  to  amend  the  Merchant  Ma/ine 
Act  of  1936,  relating  to  the  vessels  Mariposa  and 
Monterey, 

S.  3123,  to  give  effect  to  the  provisional  fur-seal  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  to 
protect  the  fur  seals  of  the  Pribilof  Islands;  and 

S.  247%  to  provide  that  in  computing  service  in  the 
Coast  Guard  there  shall  be  included  for  retirement  pur¬ 
poses  all  service  as  a  Federal  civilian  employee  and  for 
pay  purposes  all  service  as  a  Coast  Guard  civilian 
employee. 

Also  adopted  committee  resolution  No.  12,  relating 
to  the  use  of  subpenas  by  the  special  subcommittee  to 
investigate  the  explosion  in  South  Amboy,  N.  J. 

Prior  to  this  executive  meeting  of  the  full  committee, 
the  Subcommittee  on  Maritime  Affairs  met  and  ap- 


BILLS  SIGNED  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 
New  Laws 

(For  last  listing  6f  Public  Laws,  see  Digest,  p. 

S.  J.  Res.  174;  interstate  compact  between  Missouri 
and  Illinois  creating  the  Bi-State  Development  Agency 
and  the  Bi-Sfate  Metropolitan  District.  Signed  August 
31,  1950  (P.  L.  743) ;  and 

H.  R.  7146,  to  provide  that  all  moneys  received  from 
the  disposition  of  all  materials  on  school  lands  in  Alaska 
be  credited  to  the  Territory  of  Alaska.  Signed  August 
31,  1950  (P.  L.  744). 


proved  for  reporting  to  the  full  committee  H.  R.  953^ 
with  amendments,  the  Mariposa-Monterey  vessel  bill. 

CENTRAL  ARIZONA  PROJECT  ^ 

Committee  on  Public  Lands:  Held  further  considera¬ 
tion  of  S.  75,  to  authorize  the  construction,  operation, 
and  maintenance  of  a  dam  and  incidental  works  in  the 
main  stream  of  the  Colorado  River  at  Bridge  Canyon. 
Will  resume  on  this  topic  Friday,,  September  15. 

COMMUNISM 

Committee  on  Un-American  Activities:  Three  former 
Government  employees,  John^.Abt,  Nathan  Witt,  and 
Charles  Kramer,  all  of  Nety'  York  City,  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  committee  today  iifi  answer  to  subpenas.  They 
were  questioned  in  connection  with  the  statement  by 
Lee  Pressman,  former,  CIO  general  counsel,  Vv'ho  testi¬ 
fied  here  last  Monday,  August  28,  wherein  it  was 
brought  out  that  Xlger  Hiss  was  not  a  member  of  a 
Red  cell  here  ia/Washington  during  1934  and  1935,  as 
was  claimed  by^hittaker  Chambers. 

At  a  meefihg  of  the  committee  held  prior  to  the  above 
hearing  Jpfii  White,  radio-television  folk  singer,  who 
allegedly'  holds  memberships  in  many  “front”  organ- 
izatioptS,  appeared  at  his  own  request  and  stated  that 
he  had  been  exploited  by  the  Communist  Party  and 
requested  a  full  exposure  of  communism  in  the  the¬ 
atrical  field.  Adjourned,  subject  to  call  of  the  Chair, 
probably  one  day  next  week. 

Joint  Committee  Meetings 

SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION 

Conferees,  in  executive  session,  agreed  to  file  conference 
report  on  the  differences  between  the  House-  and  Sen¬ 
ate-passed  versions  of  S.  2317,  school  construction  in 
areas  affected  by  Federal  activities. 

FEDERAL  DEPOSIT  INSURANCE 

Conferees  met  in '•executive  session  and  agreed  to  file  a 
conference  report  on  the  differences  between  the  House- 
and  Senate-passed  vei^ons  of  S.  2822,  to  amend  the 
Federal  Deposit  InsuranGe  Act 

^ 

CONGRESSIONAL  PROGRAM  AHEAD 

Senate  Chamber 
(  Wee\  of  September  4-g) 

Senate  will  consider  S.  4037,  to  protect,  the  internal 
security  of  the  U.  S.,  and  when  reported,  H.  R.  9526, 
making  supplemental  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1951. 

Senate  Committees 

Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry:  September  5,  execu¬ 
tive,  on  H.  R.  9109,  cotton  and  peanut  acreage  allotments,  10 
a.  m.,  324  Senate  OfSce  Building. 


OF 


CONGRESSIONAL  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  Off  BUDGET  AND  FINAJICE  .  Issued  Serot.  l4, 

Division  of  Legislative  Reports  For  actions  of  Sent.  13,  IQ^o 
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Tan:ation . 19»33 

Trade ,  f o  r o  1  ,’n . 9 . 24, 27 

Un-^cicrican  activities.  .22 

Tetornns’  'benefits . 12 

Wat  or  lit  il  i  sat  ion . . . .  23 » 32 
Wilc-Aifc . ’.  .i5 


-  - - Pcrsornicl . 11 

oreign  affairs. ...... .4, ,3  Fiirchasin;; . 13 

Heyort . 24 

!!IC-IiLIGHTS;  Senate  connittco  reported  siiyylcnental  appropriation  ’’oill.  Senate 
pa.sscd  "bills  to  amend  ^T.dninistrat:.vo  Exc'cnso  Act,  authorize  Vernejo  roclanation 
pro.jcct,  authorize  increased  contri'butions  to  FAO,  and  provide  aid  to  school  dis¬ 
tricts,  in  arca.s  affected  hy  Federal  a.ctivitios.  rlmse  passed  'bill  to  continue  - 
AC?.  House  lulcs  Connittce  clea.rcd  resolution  to  send  tax-revision  hill  to  con¬ 
ference. 

STiTATE 


1.  SPSH;S.IdDE:AL  A???.Q?PJATI01'  3ILL,  1931.  The  Appropriations  Comitt ee’  reported 
v’ithv^iendnents  this  "bill,  H,  952b  (S.  ?ept.  2907)  (p.  l4393)  . 

SeixS,.  IiTherry,  Driebdes,  and  IrcClellan  su'bnitted  anendnents  intend^"^  to  he 
proposed  the  .hill  regarding  exports  to  Russia,  mutual  defense ^dsistance, 
and  agricultrTisjL  labor  (np.  l4359-oO).  See  it  on  33  for  it  oris  ill  the  hill  for 

‘  y  ■  ■ 

AH-IIITISTPJITI'VL  ELPFlT^Si^.  Passed  as  reported  K.  R.  ai.iend  the  Adpinistra.- 

tive  Exiensc  Act  of  IbvSs^n  several  respects  (p.  l43jj4’5L  For  provisions  of  the 
hill  see  Digest  Ko.  174,  Ho,  16.  / 

3.  RIlCLAI'Wi.TIOr.  'Passed  as  'reported  "1^^317,  sKithorize  the  constinicticn,  opera¬ 

tion,  o.nd  naintonance  of  the  Yerne jp^<^cl>(^ia,t  ion  nrojcct ,  IT.  iic;c.  ,(pp.  l4337“3). 

Passed  irith  amendnonts  S.  2195?  to  ^^li^iorize  the  Pallsa.dcs  Dah  and  Rosorvolr 
project,  Idaho  (pp.  l4913,  l4927“3'^''^  ■ 

Passed  without  anondnent  M.  3443343?  to  aS^^d  the  Coluj.foia.,  D.asin  Project 
Act  v.uth  reference  to  rocorda.'blo  contracts  (p,  ?Hii,77 )  •  This  hil?.  will  nov.r  ho 
sent  to  the  President.  ‘'v. 

4.  FOREIC!'  AFFAIRS.  PasaefT  as  ro-oortod  .PI.  J.  P.cs.  33^L  '*^0  an&s^.  certain  laws  pro¬ 
viding  for  nonhershdu  and  ■’varticipation  h^'  the  U,  S.  in  cnrt?)!4,n  international 
organizations ,»o  as  to  aut.horizo  increased  contrihutions  hy  tl^v,|J.  S.  (p. 
14^77)*  FA(Dyi^onc  of  the  organizations  included  in  the  hill.  ' 


5.  EDUCATipy^  Passed  with  anendnents  li.  R.  794o,  to  provide  for  Federal  assistance 
to  ^y.oo\  districts  in  areas  a.ffcctcd  hy  Federal  a.ctii'itics  (pp.  l4S33,  l4911. 


s. 


POIffiST  LAITDS.  Passed  witliotit  anendnent  H.  R.  to  autliorizc  the  sale 

"a  snail  tract  of  r^altional  forest  land  to  Plagstaff,  Aris.  (p.  l4SS3).  Tl^is 
■bill  \411  now  'be  sent  to  the  President. 


/ 


!■ 


IRPJG-ATIOIT.  Passed  as  reported  Ii.  P.  _  ^  ^ 

riga^ion  canals,  Central  Talley  project,  Calif,  (p.  l4o77;* 


163  j  to  a.uthorize  Sa,craj.iento  YoJ^ay  ir— 


C.  POSSIGIT  APTAIP.S. 


Pa.ssod  v/ithout  ajncnojnont  H.  J.  P< 


*^^***-^.  _  _ _  cs.  511,  provid^g  for  recog- 

nit  ion  alv.d  ondorsonent  of  the  Intcr-Ai  ierican  Cultural  and  Trade/Center  (p. 
x4o95).  Shis  nca.sure  will  now  "be  sent  to  the  President.  .  /  . 


9.  PCEEICIT  SPADE.  ^  Passed  as  reported  ".  P.  5225,  to  anend  the  ^ariff  Act  of.  I930, 
to  provide  a'ufi^iforn.  import  recte  on  calcined  "bauxite  of  $^'^pcr  long  ton,  and 
to  exempt  Er^elW'n  spruce  iurfocr  from  import  duties  (p.  /14aoS). 

Sen".  0' Conor  stated  that  the  State  Department  should  hoop  in  mind  areas  of 
the  country?-  where  t-hc  economy  might  he  adversely  a,ffe^cd  hy  tariff  _  reductions 
in  its  negotiation  of  reciprocaJ.  trade  agreement  s  •  (py  l4S53). 


10. 


SYI'iTHSSIC  IIQJJID  FCELS.  Peussed  without  amendment  P.  S975>.'i^9  aiaend  the  Syn-^ 
thotic  Liquid  Fuels  Act  to  cirbcnd  the  Act  for  3  years  and  increano  the  approp-^ 
riation  authorization  (pp«  l49  25~6).  This  ‘bill-'will  now  he  sent. to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  . 


11.  PEPSOlPSEIL.  Pa.ssed  as  reported  S.  405l>  to  p/ovidc  for  a.ssistanco  to  tile  'blind 
<a,nd  other  ulursicadl;^  handicapped  persons  in  o'Dtoaning  employnont  (pp»  l4S7S» 
14901-11).  In  addition  to  the  pirovisioii^'  rel.atirm^  to  assistance  through  the 
Federal  Security  Apcnc3’-,  the  ■':ill  prov^.cs  for  the  e stall islxmcnt  of  a  division 
for  emlo^.vicnt  of  disabled  persons  in/dhe  CSC,  and  csta.''3lishos  a  lTationa.1  ikl- 
visorjr  Council  on  Services  for  Disa’^ded  Persons  of  which  the  Sccrctan;'-  of  Agri¬ 
culture  would  'be  a,  monher  ex  officio.  She  do  ill  also  provides  for  the  Sccctarj’ 
to  coopcr.ato  with  the  Federal  Sec^rit*'-  Administrator  in  dovelopnont  of  workir^g 
arran-gemonts  to  a.chicve  coordincytion  of  scr\~iccs  to  the  disa.'blcd. 


12.  TETSPillTS’  EDL'CATICIT,  Passed  \dth  amcncLmont  S.  Con.  Pcs.  107s  interpreting  la.ws 
relating  to  tuition  costs  foP  education  and  training  of  vctcr.ans  ('go.  l4o95' 


901). 


■  / 


c 


13.  PUPCI-LiSlFC.  "3:/  a  vote  of''30— 39»  fa.ilcd  to  override  'the  President's  veto  of 


S.  3905,  the  proposed^.r  Contractor  Pelief  Act  (pp.  l4oo5-7l)  * 


14.  PEOPCAinZATIOF.  ’  Scr^-l-IcClcllan  obtained  una  nimous  consent  for  the  Exocnditurcs 
in  Executive  Depam^.ents  to  file  during  the  roOoss  or  a,djoiirnncnt  of  Congress 
a,  remort  on  the  iy^'ilemontadion  of  tlio  Hoover  Commission  'rcuorts  and  recommondav 
tions  (p.  l4S59' 


15.  HILDLIEE,  Tho/lnt or state  and  Eorcign  Conncrcc  Committee  reported  without  amend— 
nent  H.  P.  1^24,  to  a.uthorizc  the  cstablisirnont  of  a  wildlife— mapiagcnont  a.roa 
in  the  Flo^da  Ko3/-s,  Ela.  (S.  Pent.  2561)  (p.  i4o5G).  '• 


16.  EEPEITDI'^lSS.  Son.  Homphrey .  inserted  various  letters  and  statements  upholding 
his  p^ition'that  the  Committee  on  Pcduction  of  Fonosscntial  Federal  E:^oondi- 
turo^shotild  he  abolished  (pp,  l4353-5). 


Hous; 


17.  sop  COESEPTdIDIOlT.  Passed  without  anendnent  S.  2S36,  to  amend  the  Soil  Consorva'^ 
tion  and  Domestic  Allotnont  Act  so  as  to  continue  until  December  3I,  1952  the  ’ 


-.3- 


.OIXJCED 


^thority  for  the  agriCTilturnl 'Cqnscrvo.tioT- Tiro.yran  (p.  l4o29).  This  hill  \:±yL 
L^;  he  sent  to  the  President*  / 


IS. 


RESEAPCH  STATIOiTS.  Concurred  in  the  Seno,tc  anondnent  to  H.  Pc.  5^79*  to  author¬ 
ize  the  tr.ansfer  of  certain  cUc^^ri cultural  dry  land  and  irrigrtion  field  stations 
to  the  States  in  v;hich  such  stations  are  located  (p.  l4o30).  This'  hill  will' 
now  he  sent  to  the  President. 


19' 


TAXaTIOIT.  Thte  Sales  Comittee  reported  a  resolution  to  send  II*  S.  ^20,  the 
tax-revision  \ill,  to  conference  (pp«  14330,  l4S56). 

Sou.  Tollcp^on,  Wash.,  ur^ed  that  an  excess-profits  tax  he  ^lacted  (p. 
14333) . 

Ptcp.  El^orhart^,  Po,. ,  discussed  the  possihilit3r  of  induing  a  provision 
for  an  excoss-pref i\s  to-x  in  rl.  S.  3920,  and  inserted  dott^s  and  stahcn'cnt.s 
on  the  subject  (up.  ^330—4).  / 


20. 


PQPlESTS.  Passed  vfithout\uacndr.ient  S.  l64o,  to  provide  S'or  tho  Chief  of  Erigi- 
neers  of  the  Aruy  to  serve  a,s  a,n  altorna.te  to  the  Se^ctar;'-  of  tho  Ar:.iy  on 
tho  rationed  Forest  Seserv^iiion  Connission  (p.  d4o3pv..  This  hill  vrill  nov  ho 
sent  to  the  President.  \ 


21. 


EECL.UhlTlOlT.  The  Sales  Coraaittide  reported  a  rcs^ution  for  the  considcro.tion 
of  K.  S.  350S,  to  authorize  the  ^alidades  Pa  Scscr^'oir  project,  Idaho 

(up.  14331',  14356). 


22. 


IJ!T-j^!ERICAiT  ACTI'^dTlES.  Tlic.Iiulcs  Cor^it^e  reported  a  resolution  to  send 
II.  S.  9490,  the  Corrmnist  rccistratioh'xb^l ,  to  conference  (pp.  14356,  l4S54). 

Earlier  in  the  d.ay,  Sen.  Wood  a.shc^-unaninous  consent  to  send  the  hill  to 
conference,,  hut  Son.  Marcantonio  oh jacto.\ (n.  l4330). 


23. 


WATES  UTILIZATIOIT.  Sop.  E’Emort,  ^nt.,  inserted  a  letter  and  strtonont  re¬ 
garding,,  the  use  of  the  waters  of^thc  Polly  ahij^  Walter  tan  Sivers  h^p  thc'IJ,  S. 
a.nd  Canada(pp .  l4S33"“^)» 


\  24. 

25. 


SSPOST.  Scccivcd  the  12th  Qu/rtcrl;'  Senort  \indor  ^lo  Export  Control  net  (n* 

14355)-  .  ^  ^ 


'h 


FilSI'  FSOG-Pwhi.  Sep.  Patr.-^,  Tex.,  ins.prtcd  Snenkor- Ray'Biijxn*  s  recent  spoccl 
outlining  the  ccononia(i^rogross  of  the  nation  in  the  p.'^^t  several  ^^o.-^rs,  po.r- 
ticulorly  the  prorro^  of  the  farn  nrogran,  and  insortedVlso  severed  nev^s- 
ncOpcr  editorials  co^entirig  on  the  speech  (pp.  i434o-3).  \ 


26. 


SWa/iS;  Fidl;  Lf^S.  H.  Scs.  S50,  hy  Sc-p.  Marcantonio,  IT.  T.,"to  investigate  the 
oxoloitatio^of  Puerto  Sican  labor  in  the  sugar— hoot  fields  of'IIiblii.gan*^;  to 
Sales  Conn^tee  (n.  14356).  \ 


27. 


FOSEIOr^iDS.  H.  S.  9643,  hy  Sen.  W.iite,  Calif.,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  con- 
Munisr^  to  protect  Avcric.an  industrqr  <a,nd  la.hor  frn.n  goods  nado  h;'"  cheap ''for- 
.ahor,  and  to  nrovidc  that  U.  S.  funds  appropriated  for  forcign-ai.d  pro- 
shall  not  he  used  to  furnish  assistance  to  foreign  or.rolo.ycrs  paying 
ges  lower  in  terns  of  purcliasing  nov/cr  of  food  and  clothiiy;  than  those  paid 
6.1  the  W.  S,  hp--  sinilar  industries;  to  Foreign  Affairs  Comittee  (p.  ,l4556). 


L\- 


IT24S  II*  .^SITDIX 


2S.  1?0mrS.  _  Seri,  ilorso  insert cc’  a  Portland  (Oreg.)  Daily  Journal  editorial  su^gosj 
ir*g  methods  to  curt)  the  high. -'rices,  of  coffee  (pp»  A6317**o)  . 


Y  lEDUSYRY.  Crawford,  Ilich, ,  inserted  a  Dairy  Action  ueaguc  st.ai^.icnt 

urjOving  the  continued  urohihition  of  the  sale  and  nanuf.acture  of  yellow  aftoo— 
nari.gS,rln.o  in  Mich.  (pp. ,  A6o33“^‘^)  • 


30..  TOBACCO.X  pLcp.  A'ohitt,  Ya.,  inserted  his  recent  address  "before-  the  ty^iirrencevillc 
(Ya.)  To'd^cco  festival  discussing  the  growth' of  the  tobacco  indus^y  in  that 
.area  (rsm.  ^o5l“2).  •  •  A 


31.  POPESTPY.  Pop AAh'bitt ,  7a.,  inserted  a  Sea'board  Airline  Pahl^ad”  Company’s 

article"  comei^rig  the  Societ*''  of  -American  Porcsters  for  i-Vs  work  (mm.  A6o52- 

3).  \  /  ■  ■■ 


’iLIuATIOIT.  ''^1^.  As-ginall,  Colo.,  i 
?asin  ConnissiofO  strtenent  discussi 


inserted  John,^ills’  (iT-roer  Colorado 


ng  the  derelumncnf  'of  the  Dmmer 


32.  VLITER  UT: 

Pircr  Pas  in  Connissio^ 

Colorado  Piver  Basin  Aoo2o*-3)  • 

Pep.  Burleson,  Ton.,  Ih^scrtod  a 'statement  to  th^Presidont ’ s  T'fator  Pescurcos 
Policy  Commission  discussing  rccon;;cndrtions  of  "yie  State  of  Ten.  for  a  wa.ter 
policy  (pp.  A6o46— 50). 


33*  PiXATIOlT.  ■  Pom.  Phillips,  Calif.*  inserted  a  Piverside  (Calif.)  Press— Enterprise 
editorial  discussiurg  H.  P.  o920r\J)hc  tax-rc^is ion  "bill  and  claiming  that  it  is 
inadoqu.ate  (p.  A6S3T)  • 


V 


34.  SOCIAL  SECUPIT'f.  Extension  of  renark^^f  Pep Douglas ,  CaJ-if.,  explaining  the 
Social  Security  Amondnents  Act  (-op.  A^i3“20).  ,  "  • 

35-  3AI"EI1TG-  AlTD  CUPAEITCY.  Sen.  Dougla^rt  Ill.,  '’^nserted  a  lecture  "by  H.  -S.  Sz^rmOzek, 
Pedcral  Pcser'.’'c  Board,  dscussin^^.'^he  issuoshmnvolved  in  deternining  a,  monetary 
policj'-  in  peace  and  war  periodp,'  (pm.  AoGOS-lC  ' 


3o.  ^"OrLDIdGS  .'d'LD  G-POoiIDS.  ExtcJiiSion  of  remarks  of  Boykin,  Ala..,  discussing 

the  recent  Times— Eera.ld  rrticlc  dealing  with  the  >^rk  of  the  Public  Buildings 
Administration  (-:)m.  AGSl’S^y). 


OCMIIJTTDIl  HD..A:IijG-S  PLclc.ased  by  G.  ?• 
37.  COTTOL  program,  n.  Agriculture  Committee. 

■  oOo 


S.  Agriculture, ^  nea.tN^ ices;  and 


CO’lilTTEE  HE.AII1TG5/A1-IT0UITCEIE11?S  for  Sot.  l4;  _  _  _  _ , 

Special  Conm.ittjafc  Investigating  the  Use  of  Chemicals  in.  Pood  Product"^  chemicals 
introduced  inAoods. 

/  oOo 


3o.  SUPPLU-yTT^lL  -AP^lCP^lLiI^IOIT  BlLn,  1951.  In  rcr')'"'rting  this  bill,  .1-1. .P.  9526,  the 
Conmmec  added  an  item  to  agr^romriato  $24,500,000  for  an  animal,  "disease  laV 


-^lu^-ence  Island,  DA.;  end  ma,de  no  chan-c  in  the  itecid  mroviding 


9lGO,000  for  the  cxocrlmrnt  station  at  Bra.v/ley,  Calif.,  BPIA'E,  akd  $lo,00(>^- 
000  for  mroduction  disas".  or  loans,  KPi- 
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House  of  Representatives 


The  House  met  at  12  o’clock  noon. 

The  Chaplain,  Rev.  Bernard  Bras- 
kamp,  D.  D.,  offered  the  following 
prayer : 

O  Thou  Lord  God  omnipotent,  who 
alone  canst  supply  our  temporal  needs 
and  satisfy  our  eternal  longings,  we  are 
again  unburdening  ourselves  humbly 
and  reverently  to  Thy  listening  ear  and 
understanding  heart. 

Thou  knowest  how  feeble  we  are  in 
faith,  how  fickle  in  fidelity,  how  dim  and 
distorted  our  vision  of  Thy,  divine  great¬ 
ness  and  goodness,  how  we  fail  to  see 
life  in  its  true  perspective,  and  that  we 
enter  hesitatingly  and  wistfully  upon  our 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

Grant  that  we  may  avail  ourselves 
more  eagerly  and  confidently  of  the 
great  moral  and  spiritual  resources  when 
life  presses  hard  upon  us  with  its  many 
trials  and  tribulations. 

Give  us  the  blessed  assurance  that  a 
day  is  dawning  when  the  evil  and  sinis¬ 
ter  forces  of  aggression,  which  are 
breaking  the  heart  of  humanity  and 
blaspheming  Thy  holy  name,  shall  be 
supplanted  by  truth  and  righteousness, 
through  Christ,  our  Saviour,  we  ascribe 
unto  Thee  ail  the  praise.  Amen. 

THE  JOURNAL 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
Monday,  September  11,  1950,  was  read 
and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr. 
Carrell,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  title,  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  is  requested: 

S.  4135.  An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
to  appoint  Gen.  Omar  N.  Bradley  to  the 
permanent  grade  of  General  of  the  Army. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  with  amendments  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is 
requested,  a  bill  of  the  House  of  the 
following  title: 

H.  R.  9490.  An  act  to  protect  the  United 
States  against  certain  un-American  and 
subversive  activities  by  requiring  registra¬ 
tion  of  Communist  organizations,  and  for 
other  purposes. 


The  message  also  announced  that  the 
Senate  insists  upon  its  amendments  to 
the  foregoing  bill,  requests  a  conference 
with  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  appoints 
Mr.  McCarran,  Mr.  Eastland,  Mr. 
O’CONOR,  Mr.  Wiley,  and  Mr.  Ferguson 
to  be  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the 
Vice  President  has  appointed  Mr.  Johns¬ 
ton  of  South  Carolina  and  Mr.  Langer 
members  of  the  joint  select  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  as  provided  for  in 
the  act  of  August  5,  1939,  entitled  “An 
act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  cer¬ 
tain  records  of  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment,”  for  the  disposition  of  execu¬ 
tive  papers  referred  to  in  the  report  of 
the  Archivist  of  the  United  States  num¬ 
bered  51-7. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the 
Senate  agrees  to  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  (S.  3921) 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
temporary  appointment  of  referees  in 
bankruptcy,  and  for  other  purposes.” 
SPECIAL  ORDER  GRANTED 

Mr.  PATMAN  asked  and  was  given 
permission  to  address  the  House  today 
for  30  minutes,  following  the  legislative 
program  and  any  special  orders  hereto¬ 
fore  entered,  and  to  revise  and  extend 
his  remarks  and  include  certain  state¬ 
ments  and  excerpts. 

AMENDING  SOIL  CONSERVATION  AND 
DOMESTIC  ALLOTMENT  ACT 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unani¬ 
mous  consent  for  the  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  bill  (S.  2636)  to  amend 
the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic 
Allotment  Act,  as  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

Mr.  ARENDS.  Mr.  Speaker,  reserv¬ 
ing  the  right  to  object,  will  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Georgia  kindly  give  the  House 
some  information  regarding  this  bill? 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  section  8  (a) 
of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic 


Allotment  Act,  which  is  the  section  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  conservation  of  soil  and 
the  soil-building  program,  will  expire  on 
the  31st  of  December.  The  bill  in  ques¬ 
tion  is  a  bill  passed  by  the  other  body 
some  weeks  ago.  The  House  heretofore 
passed  the  identical  language  extending 
this  section  for  an  additional  2  years. 
It  was  a  part  of  what  was  known  as  the 
cotton  bill  which  passed  the  House  about 
a  month  ago.  The  cotton  bill  was  not 
reported  out  by  the  Senate  committee, 
and  it  does  not  now  appear  that  it  will 
be.  Therefore,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
will  confirm  the  action  taken  by  the 
House  about  a  month  ago  by  extending 
this  section  of  the  Soil  Conservation  and 
Domestic  Allotment  Act,  which  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture  regards 
as  one  of  the  most  important  features  of 
the  farm  program,  for  an  additional 
period  of  2  years. 

Mr.  ARENDS.  Then  this,  in  sub¬ 
stance,  just  duplicates  the  action  taken 
by  the  House  about  a  month  ago? 

Mr.  PACE.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  ARENDS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  with¬ 
draw  my  reservation  of  objection. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  reserving 
the  right  to  object,  the  gentleman  says 
that  this  affects  the  Domestic  Allotment 
Act.  Does  he  mean  the  acreage  allot¬ 
ment? 

Mr.  PACE.  It  does  not.  It  affects 
soil  conservation  and  the  soil-building 
program. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  It  does  not  perpetuate 
the  acreage  allotments? 

Mr.  PACE.  It  does  not  relate  to  the 
question  of  acreage  allotments. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  section  8  (a),  as 
amended,  of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Do¬ 
mestic  Allotment  Act,  is  amended  (a)  by 
striking  out  “January  1,  1951”  wherever  it 
appears  therein  and  inserting  in  lieu  there¬ 
of  “January  1,  1953”,  and  (b)  by  striking  out 
“December  31,  1950”  and  inserting  In  lieu 
thereof  “December  31,  1952.” 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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and  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on 
tHe  teWe.  _ 

AGRICULTURAL  DRY  LAND  AND  IRRIGA¬ 
TION  FIELD  STATIONS 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unani¬ 
mous  consent  to  take  from  the  Speaker  s 
table  the  bill  (H.  R.  5679)  to  authorize 
the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry 
land  and  irrigation  field  stations  to  the 
States  in  which  such  stations  are  located, 
and  for  other  purposes,  with  a  Senate 
amendment  thereto,  and  concur  in  the 
Senate  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  the  Senate  amendment, 
as  follows : 

Page  2,  line  7,  strike  out  “Lawton,  Okla.” 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

Mr.  ARENDS.  Mr.  Speaker,  reserving 
the  right  to  object,  will  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  explain  the  amendment? 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill 
passed  the  House,  as  I  recall,  by  unani¬ 
mous  consent.  It  authorizes  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Agriculture  to  convey  some  dry 
land  experiment  lands  to  the  respective 
States.  It  included  among  the  lands  to 
be  conveyed  some  lands  at  Lawton,  Okla. 
After  the  passage  of  this  bill  the  House, 
as  well  as  the  other  body,  passed  a  bill 
transferring  that  particular  tract  of  land 
to  the  Indian  school  in  Oklahoma. 
Therefore,  the  Government  no  longer 
owns  that  tract.  The  Senate  amend¬ 
ment  simply  strikes  out  the  words  “Law- 
ton.  Okla.”,  because  that  land  has  al¬ 
ready  been  transferred. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  Senate  amendment  was  concurred 
in. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

NATIONAL  FOREST  RESERVATION  COM¬ 
MISSION 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unani¬ 
mous  consent  for  the  immediate  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  bill  (S.  1640)  to  amend^ 
section  4  of  the  act  of  March  1,  1911 
Stat.  L.  962;  13  U.  S.  C.  513),  relating  to 
membership  of  the  National  Forest  Res¬ 
ervation  Commission.  / 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  theybill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
the  request  of  the  gentlen^n  from 
Georgia?  / 

Mr.  ARENDS.  Mr.  Speaj^er,  reserving 
the  right  to  object,  will  the  gentleman 
explain  to  the  House  the  contents  of  this 
bill? 

Mr.  PACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  now 
in  existence  a  National  Forest  Reserva¬ 
tion  Commission  consisting  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  two 
Members  of  the  Senate  selected  by  the 
President,  and  two  Members  of  the 
House  selected  by  the  Speaker.  The 
Commission  is  authorized  to  consider 
and  pasfe  upon  such  forest,  cut-over,  and 
denuded  lands  that  the  Secretary  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  may  recommend  and  pur¬ 
chase  or  fix  the  price  or  prices  at  which 
such  lands  may  be  purchased. 


As  will  be  observed,  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  now  a  member  of  that  Commis¬ 
sion.  Frequently  he  is  not  free  to  serve. 
i  What  the  bill  does  is  simply  to  provide  as 
5  an  alternate  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of 
‘  the  Army.  The  bill  merely  states  in  sub- 
1  stance  that  if  the  Secretary  of  War  can- 
i  not  serve,  then  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of 
'  the  Army  may  serve  in  his  stead  as  a 
'  member  of  the  Commission. 

'•  The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
;  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
(  Georgia? 

i  There  was  no  objection, 
j  The  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

:  Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  section  4  of  the  act 

;  of  March  1,  1911  (36  Stat.  L.  962,  16  U.  S.  C. 

■  513),  Is  hereby  amended  by  deleting  the 
'  comma  appearing  immediately  after  the 

■  term  “Secretary  of  War”  and  inserting  after 
,  the  mentioned  term  the  words  “or  as  an  al- 
i  ternate,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army,”. 

;  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
!  time,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
!  passed,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  was 
’  laid  on  the  table.  / 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 

I  XMr.  PRIEST.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  .Ask 
!  un^imous  consent  that  the  Committee 
'  on  ^ules  may  have  until  midnijmt  to- 
'  night\to  file  certain  reports. 

Mr.  MARCANTONIO.  I  qj*5ect.  Mi*. 

:  Speaker. 

Oi^LL  OF  THE  HC 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ^ntleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  'Wood]  I'ecognized. 

Mr.  MARCAN^NIO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
make  the  point  ol-.^der  that  a  quorum 
is  not  present. 

Mr.  PRIEST.  yMr.  Speaker,  I  move  a 
call  of  the  Hou/fe. 

A  call  of  t^e  House  was  ordered. 

The  Clerl^alled  the  roll,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Mejlibers  failed  to  arigiwer  to  their 
names: 


Nixon 

Reed.  Ill. 

Taylor  X 

Norton 

Rees 

Thomas  X 

O’Brien,  Mich. 

Richards 

Thornberfy 

O’Konskl 

Riehlman 

Under^od 

O’Neill 

Rivers 

VoryX 

O’Sullivan 

Rodino 

Vur^ll 

Patten 

Rooney 

Wagner 

Patterson 

Roosevelt 

Werdel 

Pfeifer, 

Sadlak 

Whitaker 

Joseph  L. 

Sadowski 

/White,  Idaho 

Pfeiffer, 

Scott,  Hardl^ 

'  Widnall 

William  L. 

Scrivner  X 

Wier 

Phllbin 

Scudder  X 

Wigglesworth 

Phillips,  Tenn. 

Shelley  X 

Willis 

Plumley 

Sikes  X 

Wilson,  Ind. 

Poage 

Smit^^hlo 

Wilson,  Okla. 

Potter 

SmitB,  Wls. 

Withrow 

Poulson 

Staley 

Wolcott 

Powell 

Stockman 

Yates 

Quinn 

^^ber 

Young 

Rabaut 

yralle 

Zablocki 

The  SPBfi 

,KER.  On  this  roll  call  2: 

Member^ave  answered  to  their  names, 
a  quorj 

By  /inanimous  consent,  further  pro- 
igs  under  the  call  were  dispensed 


:  Addoimlo 
AlleiyTa. 
AnMrson,  Calif 
AMresen, 
.■VVugust  H. 
Angell 

/  Auchincloss 
'  Bailey 
Barrett,  Pa. 
Barrett,  Wyo. 
Bates,  Ky. 
Bennett,  Mich. 
Bentsen 
Blackney 
Blatnlck 
Boggs,  La. 
Boiling 
Bosone 
Breen 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Buckley,  III. 
Buckley,  N.  Y. 
Burton 
Byrne,  N.  Y. 
Cannon 
Carnahan 
Carroll 
Case.  S.  Dak. 
Cavalcante 
Celler 

Christopher 

Chudoff 

Cole,  Kans. 

Colmer 

Cooley 

Coudert 

Crawford 

Cunningham 

Curtis 

Davies,  N.  Y. 
Davis,  Wls. 


[Roll  No.  270] 

Denton 

Dlngell 

Dollinger 

Dondero 

Donohue 

Douglas 

Doyle 

Eaton 

Ellsworth 

Elston 

Engel,  Mich. 

Fallon 

Fernandez 

Flood 

Fogarty 

Ford 

Gamble 

Gavin 

Gillette 

Goodwin 

Gordon 

Gore 

Gregory 

Gulll 

Hagen 

Hale 

Hall, 

Edwin  Arthur 
Hall, 

Leonard  W. 
Halleck 
Hand 
Harden 
Havenner 
Hebert 
Heflernan 
Heller 
Herter 
Hill 
Hoeven 
Hoffman,  Ill, 
Hollffeld 


m^ 


Holmes 
Howell  \ 
Jackson,  dalif. 
Javits 

Jenison  \ 


Jennings 
Johnson 
Kean 
Keefe 
Kelley,  Pa. 
Kelly,  N.  Y. 
Kennedy 
Kerr 
King 
Klein 
Kunkel 
Larcade 
Llchtenwalter 
Llnehan 
Lodge 
Lovre 
Lyle 

McCarthy 
McCormack 
McGuire 
McMlllen,  Ill, 
Mack,  Wash. 
Macy 

Martin.  Iowa 

Martin.  Mass. 

Merrow 

Michener 

Miller,  Calif. 

Miller,  Md. 

Mitchell 

Monroney 

Morrison 

Morton 

Moulder 

Multer 

Murray,  Tenn. 
Nelson 


\ 


SGISTRATION  OF  COMMUNIST  ORGANI¬ 
ZATIONS 

Mr.  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unan¬ 
imous  consent  to  take  from  the  Speak¬ 
er’s  table  the  bill  (H.  R.  9490)  to  protect 
the  United  States  against  certain  un- 
American  and  subversive  activities  by 
requiring  registration  of  Communist  or¬ 
ganizations,  and  for  other  purposes,  with 
a  Senate  amendment  thereto,  disagree 
to  the  Senate  amendment,  and  agree  to 
the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection 
to  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

Mr.  MARCANTONIO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
object. 

REDUCING  EXCISE  TAXES 

Mr.  SABATH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  reported  the  following  privileged 
resolutions  (H.  Res.  842,  Rept.  No.  3057), 
which  was  referred  to  the  House  Calen¬ 
dar  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  immediately  upon  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  resolution  the  bill  (H.  R.  8920) 
to  reduce  excise  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes, 
with  Senate  amendments  thereto,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  taken  from  the  Speaker’s 
tables;  that  the  Senate  amendments  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  disagreed  to;  that  the  con- 
ference  requested  by  the  Senate  on  the  dis¬ 
agreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
Dtjll  be,  and  hereby  Is,  agreed  to;  and  that 
thSy^Speaker  shall  immediately  appoint  con- 
fere^  without  Intervening  motion. 

BEH^LITATION  OF  THE  FIVE  CIVILIZED 

TRIBSS  and  other  INDIANS  OF  EAST¬ 
ERN  O^AHOMA 

Mr.  SABATH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  report^  the  following  privileged 
resolution  (H/fles.  843,  Rept.  No.  3058), 
which  was  refe^^d  to  the  House  Calen¬ 
dar  and  ordered  ^be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  li^mediately  upon  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  it  shall  be  in  order 
to  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State 
of  the  Union  for  the  consid^ation  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  9219)  to  promote  the  rfehabllitation  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  'hther  Indians 
of  eastern  Oklahoma,  and  for  ot^er  purposes. 
That  after  general  debate,  whlc^  shall  be 
confined  to  the  bill  and  continue  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  1  hour,  to  be  equally  divided  and  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  chairman  and  ranking  minor¬ 
ity  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  the  bill  shall  be  read  for  amendment 
tinder  the  5-minute  rule.  At  the  conclusion 


[Public  Law  825 — 81st  Congress] 

[Chapter  1005 — 2d  Session] 

[H.  R.  5679] 

AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  transfer  of  certain  agricultural  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  sta¬ 
tions  to  the  States  in  which  such  stations  are  located,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  is  authorized,  at  such  times  as  he  deems  appropriate, 
to  convey  by  appropriate  conveyances,  without  consideration,  the 
interest  of  the  tJnited  States  in  the  lands,  including  water  rights, 
buildings,  and  improvements  x)resently  comjDrising  or  ap^nirtenant  to 
the  following  dry  land  and  irrigation  field  stations,  to  the  States  in 
which  such  stations  are  located,  when,  in  the  oxrinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  the  transfer  of  any  such  station  will  result  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  more  effective  program  in  the  coox^erative  agricultural  experi¬ 
mental  work  of  the  Dex^artment  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective 
State  and  the  furtherance  of  agricultural  exx^erimental  work  on  a 
national  or  regional  basis  will  be  better  served  by  such  transfer: 
Huntley,  Montana;  Mitchell,  Nebraska;  Fallon,  Nevada;  Tucumcari, 
New  Mexico;  Hermiston,  Oregon;  Sheridan,  Wyoming:  Provided, 
That  when  any  or  all  of  tlie  land,  including  water  rights,  comx^rising 
any  such  station  is  public-domain  land,  only  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  by  patent  or  other  ax^prox^riate  conveyance  transfer 
such  lands  to  the  resx^ective  States :  Provided  further.  That  when 
any  easement  necessary  to  a  station  conveyed  or  x^atented  hereunder  is 
on  public-domain  lands,  only  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  grant 
such  easements  to  the  State  to  which  the  station  has  been  conveyed. 

Sec.  2.  Conveyances  or  x^atents  hereunder  shall  be  upon  such  condi¬ 
tions  as  in  the  ox^inion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agricvdture  will  assure  the 
use  of  such  station  in  the  coox)erative  agricultural  experimental  work 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  respective  State.  Any  such 
conveyances  of  the  land  shall  contain  a  reservation  to  the  United  States 
of  all  the  minerals  in  the  land  together  with  the  right  to  prospect  for, 
mine,  and  remove  the  same  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  may  prescribe. 

Approved  September  23,  1950. 
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